
a na 

as? 


'*'■ ■ , 


1 * 4 . 





^ ROVAIJORDANIAN 



An independent Arab political daily publish 

UjjVI UuuaJI i LawjU j* 


AMMAN 

WASHINGTON 

THREE WEEKLY FLIGHTS 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY 

DEP. AMMAN 05:45 05:55 23:59 

ARR. WASHINGTON 16:15 16:15 SUN.l6:15 

Sales & Reservations : 666055 or your travel agent 


ASK THE WORLD OF US 


a 


’.If V; I • 


Volume 18 Number 5487 


AMMAN TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1993, RAGAB 1, 1414 


Price: 150 Fils 


• ; t‘; 


A: . 




: ^ King visits 
)w: London embassy 

■' i LONDON (Petra) — His 
."“. Majesty King Hussein visited 
, \ the Jordanian embassy in Lon- 

.!> don Monday and met with 
i “i- ■ Ambassador Fuad Ayoub and 
\ embassy staff. The King, who 
1 1 was accompanied by IDs Royal 
■ Highness Prince Hamzeh, dis- 
cussed Middle East develop- 
meats and Jordan’s stand. He 
■’•■V' was briefed on the embassy's 
^activities. The King passed 
: directives concerning the 

, '-4. embassy’s work. 

;.' v : Malhas holds talks with 
Fathi Arafat 

,7.* AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Health Abdul Rahim 
Malhas met Monday with 
Palestinian Red Crescent Soci- 
ety President Dr. Fathi Arafat 
and discussed with him coop- 
eration between the ministry 
and the society. Dr Arafat 
voiced interest in forming a 
joint committee to consult and 
coordinate issues related to 
health. Dr. Malhas expressed 
Jordan’s readiness to cooper- 
ate with the society to establish 
lajor backs a health system in order to 
raise the health standards of 
wwW!U|^ the Palestinian people. The 
VCr access meeting was attended by PaJes- 
, tine Ambassador to Jordan A1 

: - Tayyeb Abdul Rahim. 

Israelis are 

* disappointed — poll 

• ' TEL AVIV (AFP) — Nearly 

• seven out of 10 Israelis are 
disappointed by the meagre 
results so far of the Palestinian 
autonomy agreement, accord- 
ing to an opinion poll pub- 
lished Monday. The Yediot 

. Aharanot newspaper survey 
• found 67- per cent- ofTaraeTT 
. _ Jews expected more, while 24 
per cent - wete'^satisfied and 
nine per cent expected less. 

1 However, support for the 
; V. accord remained steady at 48 

P er cent oveir-theJast month. 

orty-six per cent of the Jewish 
population- were against the 
Sept. 13 deal,- -six- per cent 
expressed no opinion. The 48 
• per cent backing today was the 
same as.whenjne last poll was 
*' released on Nov. i9r4iowever, 

. • ■'*' support has fallen since Sept. 

. - 15 when 61 per cent of Israeli 

^ Jews backed the agreement. 

* Hamas ‘may take pari 
" in elections — official 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AFP) — One of the 
- -founders of the Islamic Resist- 
’ ance Movemcnt"(Hamas) said 
; ' Monday Hamas could take 
• - part in legislative elections in 
' the occupied territories. Ibra- 
him A1 Yazuri told AIT here 
the organisation's participation 
. , . • would “depend on the aim” of 
’ the elections. “If the goal is to 
• elect a parliament with the 
power to legislate, it is highly 
. : likely we wifi take part. If they 

;are only aimed at electing an 
. ' executive authority we will re- 
K^;fiise to take part,” Sheikh 
-/ 7 Yazuri said. While the jailed 
spiritual leader of Hamas, 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, has 
argued for participation in leg- 
islative elections, other Hamas 
officials outside the occupied 
territories have opposed his 
position. 


Rabin rules out deal 
on self-rule in 10 days 

Arafat vows to weed out problems 

Main snag said to be crossings control 
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Campbell steps 
down 

as party leader 

OTTAWA (AP) — Kim 
Campbell,, who served briefly 
as Canada's first woman prime 
minister earlier this year, step- 
ped down Monday as leader of 
the progressive conservative 
Tarty. Her resignation cleared 
the way for Jean Charest to 
■take over as the Conservative 
leader. “I am writing today to 
tender my resignation as 
national leader,'" ms. Camp- 
bell said in a letter to Gerry St. 
Germain, Tory Party presi- 
' 'dent. 

v Wife says Libyan 
y 'ex-diplomat missing 

.V CAIRO (AP) — A major Li- 
byani dissident has disappeared 
• from a Cairo hotel and may 
- have been kidnapped by Li- 
byan agents, a Libyan opposi- 
tion group and his family said 
Monday. Mansur R. lukhia, 
‘‘ ■ 62, Libya's foreign minister in 
. the early 1970s and ambassa- 
, dor to the United Nations in 
V -the late 1980s, was last seen at 
, his hotel Friday night, said Mr. 
Kikhia’s Syrian-born Amer- 
ican wife, Baha Omary Kikhia. 


Combined agency dispatches 

PALESTINIAN leader Yasser 
Arafat vowed Tuesday to iron 
out the problems holding up 
the implementation of the 
Sept. 13 autonomy accord with 
Israel as Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said the whole 
autonomy deal was likely to be 
delayed. 

In an address to the Euro- 
pean Parliament. Mr. Arafat, 
chairman of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 
called for meticulous imple- 
mentation of the autonomy 
accord. 

“Any hesitation in im- 
plementing the accord would 
deprive it of its dynamism and 
credibility." Mr. Arafat said. 

“We are determined to work 
tirelessly to arrive at af! the 
conditions necessary for meti- 
culous. complete and honest 
implementation of the accord, 
and. we expect the same from 
Israel.” 

Earlier, speaking in the 
Hague. Mr. Arafat said there 
was a “serious problem" over 
implementation of the accord, 
signed in Washington on Sept. 

“The credibility of the peace 
process will be damaged, no 
doubt,” Mr. Arafat told a news 
conference, refem'ngto his fai- 
lure to reach agreement on the 
detailsr-of implementation at a 
meeting m Cairo on Sunday 
with Mr. Rabin. 

The two leaders decided to 
hold further talks in the Egyp- 
tian capital in about 10 days' 
time, postponing the Israeli 
troop withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho which should have 
begun on Monday. 

Asked to comment on Mr. 
Rabin’s statement that Israel's 
crisis with the PLO was 
“grave,” Mr. Arafat said: 


“Definitely there -is a serious 
problem. 'Otherwise, why the 
delay for 10 days.” 

However, the’ PLO leader 
added: “Ten days is not long. 
Our people have lived in this 
tragedy for 45 years, under 
occupation." 

“I hope that we will be able 
to clarify all the issues, remove 
all the obstacles, resolve the 
problems that we didn't settle 
during the last negotiations.” 
Mr: Arafat said. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday 
he is expected in London for 
his first official visit to Britain. 

Mr. Rabin meanwhile 
wanted that the whole auton- 
omy deal is likely to be delayed 
and that he will not seal an 
implementation accord with 
Mr. Arafat in 10 days. 

“He who believes' that an 
agreement will be concluded in 
10 days does not know what he 
is talking about.” Mr. Rabin 
told Israeli political reporters. 

'in the next 10 days perhaps 
we will reach agreement on 
principles, but after that the 
details of the agreement will 
have to be drawn up,” Mr. 
Rabin added. 

“There are no sacred dates 
and I cannot give a commit- 
ment that the implementation 
of the agreement will be 
finished on -April 13_” 

The expected military with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
was scheduled to start on Dec. 
13 and be over by April 13. to 
allow elections to a Palestinian 
autonomy council on July 13. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman 
Oded Ben Ami explained that 
even if Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin overcame the major 
issues of control of the borders 
with Jordan and Egypt, the 
control of border crossings and 
the size of the autonomous 
area of Jericho, an aereement 


would still not be signed. 

“There are some more issues 
that still have to be negoti- 
ated.” he told AFP. ‘The 
prime minister does not want 
to raise expectations.” 

Mr. Rabin said he had 
turned down a request from 
Mr. Arafat for joint Israeli- 
PaJestinian border patrols. 

Under the Sept. 13 deal, the 
two sides were to have reached 
within three months an interim 
accord detailing the transfer of 
power and a four-month troops 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Rabin argued in an in- 
terview with military radio that 
implementation of autonomy 
depended on the situation in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

“It has to be dear to the 
Palestinians: Everything in the 
declaration of principles about 
which agreements have to be 
reached for implementation 
depend on the situation on the 
ground.” he warned. 

“If there is no agreement on 
these points the deadlines have 
no significance. 

“The disagreement with the 
PLO is over security because 
arms can come over the (bor- 
der) lines.” Mr. Rabin said in 
cabinet, according to Israel 
Radio. “And there is a ques- 
tion over symbols of sovereign- 
ty. V he.adde.d.— . ...... 

NonetheGS’fitoSt'~mmisters 
said they were “optimistic” 
that the obstacles would be 
overcome at the next Arafat* 
Rabin talks, the radio said. 

Despite the fanfare that 
greeted the peace deal. Mr. 
Rabin said hardships were to 
be expected. He vowed not to 
compromise on Israeli “secur- 
ity.* 

“I said more than once there 
would be ups and downs, and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yeltsin gets his constitution, 
but may lose parliament 


MOSCOW (Agencies.) — The 
ultra-nationalist patty of Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky was in first 
place in 24 out of Russia's 89 
regions in elections for a new 
federal Russian parliament, 
official estimates said Monday. 

Voters gave President Boris 
Yeltsin the strong presidential 
republic he wanted but seem to 
have rejected his reformist 
policies by voting heavily for 
communists, conservatives and 
extreme nationalists. 

Officials predicted that re- 
sults would show a contradic- 
tory vote in Sunday’s elections 
— Russians narrowly passed 
Mr. Yeltsin's new constitution 
but shattered his dream of a 
like-minded parliament with 
which he could work. 

With 37 of Russia's 89 dis- 
tricts reporting, the openly ra- 
cist Liberal Democrats headed 
by Mr. Zhirinovsky were lead- 
ing with 23 per cent of the 
vote. 

The main pro-Yeltsin group, 
Russia's Choice, was second 
with 15 percent, the Commun- 
ists had nearly 11 per cent, the 
anti-Yeltsin Agrarian Party 


had 8.8 per cent and the popul- 
ist Women of Russia bloc fol- 
lowed with 8.7 per cent. 

Pro- Yeltsin groups were still 
hoping to pull ahead in Mos- 
cow and other big cities, where 
the counting of paper ballots 
from Sunday's election was 
slow. But the reformers' 
chances were fading. 

Predicting his party would 
win, Mr. Zhirinovsky called 
Monday for a ban on foreign 
aid, a major crackdown on 
crime and a halt to converting 
the Russian defence industry 
to civilian production. 

He tried to play down his 
extremist image, saying he 
would cooperate with Mr. 
Yeltsin. T am not a fascist," 
he told reporters. 

Mr. Yeltsin vowed to use his 
new power to safeguard reform 
and his allies offered to close 
ranks with Communists in a 
plan to isolate the ultra- 
nationalists. 

In a statement published by 
Itar-Tass news agency. Mr. 
Yeltsin said approval by voters 
of the new constitution which 
expands his powers was an 



The leader oT the Liberal Democratic Party. Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky (left) his policy in the elections as the leader of the 

Communist Party of the Russian Federation, Gennady Zyuganov 
(background, centre) looks on, during a election party held in the 
Kremlin in the earlv hours of Tuesday (AFP photol 


endorsement of his plans for 
stability and continued demo- 
cratic and market reforms. 

“Guided by your constitu- 
tional choice. I will do every- 
thing possible to guarantee the 
irreversibility of democratic 
processes and put up an effec- 
tive constitutional barrier to all 
encroachments on the revision 
of your democratic choice,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Yegor Gaidar, one of Mr. 
Yeltsin's sraunchest backers, 
called for formation of a “large 
anti-fascist coalition” in the 
new parliament which could 
include communists if they 
elected to join. 

“We need to create a large 
coalition which would be 
above the danger that 
threatens us.” Mr. Gaidar said 
at a news conference. 

He predicted that pro-re- 
form blocks and communists 
opposed to Mr. Zhirinovsky's 
hardline nationalists had a 
“very good chance" of keeping 
a strang hold on legislative 
power and perhaps forging a 
controlling majority if they 
joined together. 

World leaders welcomed the 
adoption of a new Russian 
constitution, but expressed 
mounting concern over the 
apparent surge in support for 
rightwingers. 

"We have not had the cour- 
age to pay the price needed to 
support reforms in Russia." 
said former Danish Foreign 
Minister Uffe Ellemann-Jen- 
sen in Copenhagen. 

Praising the ~ constitution 
vote. Japan's Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Masayoshi Take- 
mura said in Tokyo: "We hope 
it will be the framework of 
political stability needed for 
Russia's democratisation and 
economic development.” 

In Bonn. German govern- 
ment spokesman Dieter Vogel 
told reporters: “The German 

(Continued on page 5) 



Palestinian demonstrators wave a Palestinian 
Bag in front of an Israeli soldier and express 


their disappointment over the fact that Israeli 
troops are still in Jericho (AFP photo) 


Missed pullout deadline deals 
severe blow to Jericho’s hopes 


By Mariam Shahin 
from Jericho 


PESSIMISM appeared 
into the hearts ; 
minds of the Palestinian resi- 


creer 


to 

and 


eja into the Smarts 

dents of Jericho as Monday's 
deadline for an Israeli milit- 
ary withdrawal was missed. 

Sadness, listlessness and 
disappointment marked the 
day. 

“It was to be expected,” 
said Rajai Abdo, general 
manager of the Hisham 
Palace Hotel. "We still have 
hope, but people had great 
hopes for this day. Naturally 
the “decision to delay any ac- 
tion is a disappointment." 

“Nothing will happen, to- 
day, in 10 days or ever.” said 
Ahmad, one very dis- 
appointed native of Jericho. 

Pessimism was evident in 
the eyes of almost every 
Jerichoite. A general strike 
called for by the parties affili- 
ated to the hardline Palesti- 
nian groups demonstrate 
their opposition to the Sept. 
13 accord and another para- 
llel strike called for by Fateh 
and FIDA, the acronym for 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine — 
Abed Rabbo wing — to de- 
nounce the failure of Israel to 
abide by the withdrawal date 
was respected throughout 
Jericho. 

The office of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO.) was dosed as well, 
“because Israel does not 
want to go,” said a placard in 
English and Hebrew. 


“People are upset,” said 
Kama! Dweik. a senior mem- 
ber of the Jericho agricultural 
business community. 

“Abu Khaled A1 Amleh is 
expected to come to Jericho 
in a few days. Once he comes 
people will believe things will 
change,” said Mr. Dweik, 
referring to the Amman- 
based PLO offidal who is 
expected to take charge of 
the Palestinian police force in 
Jericho. 

“Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin failed to meet 
the deadline and he was 
wrong to do so,” said Mr. 
Dweik, who is believed to be 
a top contender for an agri- 
cultural ministerial post in a 
Palestinian government. 

The failure of PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin to agree on the with- 
drawal during Sunday’s Cairo 
meeting shot down hopes 
that the whole peace process 
was “really senous." 

“Rabin could have made a 
thousand concessions or even 
made one step. But he chose 
not to,” said Jamal Mashal. a 
businessman dose to the re- 
jectionist camp. 

“If he was serious, he 
could have gone ahead with 
the release of prisoners, 
handed over a government 
hospital, but he chose to 
undermine the whole pro- 
cess, only strengthening our 
conviction that the so called 
peace process is one big 
hoax,” said Mr. Mashal. 

Indeed, people felt dis- 
heartened that not a single 


thing changed in Jericho on 
Dec. 13. 

Camera crews and print 
journalists filled the town 
square looking for a story to 
tel) on what was to be a 
historic day. 

Small crowds of youth 
chanted Fateh slogans and 
waved countless Palestinian 
flags. Groups of 30 to 50 
people gathered in front of 
the FIDA offices with Abed 
Rabbo and Arafat posters 
chanting “Long live the old 
man.” 

But their voices, like their 
numbers, were weak. They 
are dependent on decisions 
that are not theirs to make," 
said Mr. Mashal. 

“Today marks the day that 
3,500 prisoners were sup- 
posed to be released, said 
Mr. Dweik. “By not releas- 
ing any, Israel gave us an 
indication that we will con- 
tinue to fight for our rights. 
These are prisoners of war. 
When a peace treaty is 
signed, they should be the 
first to feel that police has 
come. 

For most people in Jericho 
the 10-day “delay" in Israeli 
withdrawal is seen as a 
second to last chance. 

“In 10 days time, if this 
happens again then there will 
be trouble,” predicted hotel 
manager Abdo. ‘To test the 
will of the people is one 
thing; they will be testing our 
faith and another delay will 
create a collapse of our faith 
in the peace process. 


Israeli forces bombard 
South Lebanese villages 


NABATTYEH, Lebanon tAP) 
— Israeli troops and guerrillas 
clashed in some of the heaviest 
fighting in South Lebanon in 
three months Monday and 
Israel moved up some of its 
biggest guns. 

Security sources said five 
people were wounded, includ- 
ing an elderly Christian priest, 
in the clashes that erupted at 
dawn and spluttered out sever- 
al hours later. 

The fighting .flared as Israel 
delayed its withdrawal from 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho, which was scheduled 
to start Monday under the 
Sept. 13 peace accord with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The clashes in the flashpoint 
south began when guerrillas 
attacked a hill top outpost at 
A1 Tohra in Israel’s self-desig- 
nated speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

No Israeli casualties were 
)ried. But the Israelis north 


IS 


repo; 
of AJ 


_ j AJ Tohra, with more than 50 
rounds of howitzer fire, setting 
several houses ablaze. 

The security sources said the 
Israeli barrage was one of the 
harshest since the accord was 
signed. 

They said a militiaman of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army was wounded when 
guerrillas detonated a roadside 
bomb in the eastern sector of 
the "security zone” as an SLA 
armoured personnel carrier 
passed. 

Hie Iranian-backed Hizbol- 


lah daim ed it carried out the 
two attacks. A communique 
claimed the guerrillas de- 
molished the AJ Tohra posi- 
tion, set a Merkava tank on 
fire and destroyed an SLA 
armoured vehicle. 

The 45-minute bombard- 
ment of Nabatiyeh tapered off 
at 7:30 a.m. (0530 GMT), the 
sources said. 

They identified the wounded 
iest as the Rev. George 
asr, 84, head of the Maronite 
Catholic monastery of Saint 
Antony in Nabatiyeh. 

Fattier Nasr was preparing 
for morning service at a girl's 
school in the monastery when a 
shell exploded near him. He 
was hit by shrapnel in both 
leg. 

The other victims were two 
women, Samiah Badreddin, 
41, and her 17-year-old daugh- 
ter Zainab, and their Sri Lank- 
an maid, whose name was not 
available. 

All three suffered minor 
shrapnel wounds when a shell 
hit their house. 

Nabatiyeh is the biggest 
town facing the central sector 
of the Israeli-occupied zone. 
Its population of 60,000 is 
overwhelmingly Shiite, but 
there are small Maronite and 
Eastern Orthodox communi- 
ties. 

Schools closed for the day as 
municipal officials toured the 
town in loudspeaker vans, 
urging people to stay indoors. 

The sources said fire engines 
were called from the port city 
of Sidon, provincial capital of 


South Lebanon, to help civil 
defence volunteers put out at 
least six house fires in Naba- 
tiyeh. 

Israeli shells also hit the 
nearby villages of Kfar Rum- 
man. eastern Zawtar and west- 
ern Zawtar. the sources re- 
ported. 

Hizbollah positions in the 
highlands of lqtim A1 Tuffah, 
fired two salvos of Katyusha 
rockets into the “security 
zone" at mid-morning, the 
sources said. 

Three projectiles exploded 
in marjayoun, provincial capit- 
al of the Israeli-held enclave, 
and four in neighbouring 
Qleiaa. They caused no casual- 
ties or damage, the sources 
added. 

Schools were closed and stu- 
dents were hurriedly bussed 
home after the Katyusha 
blasts. Thousands of residents 
scurried into basements or 
bomb shelters, the sources 
said. 

They said the Israelis later 
broughi in two 203-mm guns 
and two 175-mm howitzers, 
but there were no reports that 
the heavy guns were fired. 

It was the first time Israeli 
has deployed 203-mm artillery 
in the south ' since it invaded 
Lebanon in 1982 to drive out 
the PLO from what was then 
its main power base, the 
sources -said. 

They said the four big guns 
were positioned at the Israeli 
army's Khiam base in the cen- 
tral sector of the "security 
zone.” 


Israeli 
soldiers 
kill 3 
in Gaza 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Strip 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
shot dead two Palestinians and 
a “suicide bomber" and 
wounded a dozen youths as 
violence erupted on the Gaza 
Strip on Monday. 

Troops opened fire killing a 
Palestinian “suicide bomber” 
as he drove a stolen ambulance 
towards an army jeep, military 
officials said. 

A soldier was lightly hurt in 
the resulting blast near the 
Naha) Oz crossing point into 
the central sector of the Gaza 
Strip. 

Tne Islamic Jihad daimed 
responsibility in a leaflet which 
reiterated the call to liberate 
all of Palestine. 

A 23-year-old. Kassaf Al- 
Sindi, a wanted member of the 
Islamic Jihad, died during a 
shootout which left two of his 
accomplices wounded in 
Rafah, on the border with 
Egypt. Palestinian sources 
said. 

Undercover soldiers also 
shot dead Mohammad Moara- 
mar, a wanted activist with the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) in 
Rafah. 

Trouble erupted in Jabaliya 
refugee camp on the edge of 
Gaza City and soldiers opened 
fire wounding seven youths. 
Another two Palestinians were 
wounded during stone-throw- 
ing in Rafah. 

An unprecedented number 
of troops have been deployed 
in the occupied territories to 
prevent attacks to coincide 
with the Dec. 13 deadline for 
Israel to start withdrawing 
forces from Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreed Sunday night to post- 
pone the deadline for about 10 
days to try to reach an overall 
accord to Implement autonomy 
under the Sept. 13 deal. 

Palestinians were angry but 
not surprised Monday when 
Israel failed to start withdraw- 
ing its troops on schedule. 

“The people are very dis- 
appointed and depressed." 
said Sufian Abu Zaydah. an 
official of PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh faction in 
charge of liaison with the 
Israeli army. 

Mr. Abu Zaydah said the 
failure of Mr. Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin to agree on im- 
plementing self-rule, during 
last-minute talks in Cairo Sun- 
day, would also bold up the 
release of Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

“We did feel that Israel 
would not meet its commit- 
ments.” said 18-year-old stu- 
dent Mohammad Abdul Kader 
in Jabaliya from where the 
army was to have begun pull- 
ing out of Monday. 

“This delay may put an end 
to our hopes, but it's just as 
well because the intifada will 
restart," he said. 

Khaled Hindi, a supporter of 
Hamas, warned that anger 
would spill over into more vio- 
lence, which had already spir- 
alled ahead of the Dec. 13 
deadline. 

“There is a clear imbalance 
between the rwo sides.” he 
said. “Israel is the strongest 
and can impose any date it 
wants” to start the withdrawal 
from Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, a kev 
political figure in Gaza, criti- 
cised Mr. ArafatA and said the 
delay would serve as ammuni- 
tion for the opponents of 
autonomy. 

“I expected this to happen. 
But I was surprised by Arafat 
saying the 13th is a ‘sacred’ 
da'te. He made a mistake and 
had to come back. I hope 
Arafat will not make any new 
compromises,” he said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, who has 
served as the chief Palestinian 
negotiator at bilateral peace 
talks in Washington, warned 
"if there is no agreement in 10 
days, nothing will remain of 
the declaration of principles'* 
on self-rule. 

"The 10 days that they 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Angry Jericho shuts down 


over delay in withdrawal 


occopiwl West 

(R) — Palestinians in 
Jericho shut down their 
businesses Monday in protest 
at Israel’s failure to start pull- 
“8 out troops from the West 
Bank town under the Israel- 
Palestme Liberation Organisa- 
htmCPLOJ peace deal. 

unis is a strike to show that 
we are against the delay -in the 
agreement/’ said Adnan 
Hamad, a leader of the leftist 
Hda oartv which supports the 


rida party which supports the 
accord. He said people were 
very, very angry.” 


Monday was the day troops 
were to begin withdrawing 
from Jericho and the occupied 
Gaza Strip under the peace 
accord signed in Washington in 
September. But on Sunday 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and FLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat pot off the start for at 
least 10 days while negotiations 
continue. 


About SO Palestinians mar- 
ched through town, shouting 
defiant slogans but avoiding 
confrontation with Israeli 
police. “We are not terrorists, 
the terrorist is Rabin,” they 
shouted. 

Since the Sept. 13 peace 
accord Jericho ~ as the future 
seat of Palestinian interim self- 
government — has ignored 
strike calls ordered by activists 
directing the six-year-old re- 
volt against Israeli rule. 

Elsewhere in the occupied 
West Bank, Palestinians 
observed a general strike on 
Monday ca&ed by Islamic fun- 


to 



“The opposition are 
get a big push from this . 
The people in the streets __ 
not trust the Israelis,” Mr. 
Skier said. 

Jericho turned out in full last 
September to celebrate the 
signing of the Israel-FLO 
peace accord. The city is a 
stronghold for Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh movement but there has 
been growing frustration over 
the lack of changes on the 
ground since the historic 
signing. 


Young Palestinians pre- 
dicted failure to implement the 


damentalist opponents of the 
peace deal. The opponents in- 


accord would revive the revolt 


The PLO office in the heart 
of Jericho was shuttered. 
Scraw led across the door were 
written the words: “In protest 
against the lack of Israeli credi- 
bility in implementing the 
agreement.” 


dude the Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad groups. 

Israel ana the PLO have so far 
failed to agree on who will 
control West Bank and Gaza 
crossing points with Jordan 
' and Egypt, and on the size of 
the Jencho area to be evacu- 
ated by Israel. 

PLO official Abdul Karim 
Sider accused Israel on Mon- 
day of foiling to honour its 
commitment under the accord 
and warned the delay was 
boosting tihe opposition. 


in the city. 

“Peace is forbidden. How 


many people have been killed. 
Come down here a g ai n and 
yon will find Hamas with a 
strong presence,” said 13-year- 


Israelis and Palestinians had 
feared any delay inmeeting the 
deadlines imposed by tneir 
peace deal would boost a drive 
by militant opponents on both 
sides to torpedo the accord. 
Since the peace deal became 
iblic 39 Palestinians and 18 
have been killed. 


Jabaliya residents may not like 


self-rule but want Israelis to quit 


JABALIYA REFUGEE 
CAMP, occupied Gaza Strip 
(AP) — Life around the only 
Israeli military outpost in* the 
heart of one of Gaza's dusty 
shantytowns feels like a war 
zone.’ 

Khalil Arbeed has the scars 
to prove it. 

On the afternoon of Jan. 17. 
1993. Mr. Arbeed was standi nu 
in the doorway of his mediciil 
laboratory when a rubber bul- 
let meant for youths throwing 
stones struck him in .the head! 

“This area has been the 
worst battlefield in Jabaliya." 
said the 27-year-old pulling 
back his hairline to show his 
scar. “I hope that very soon 
our neighbour's will withdraw 
and we will have some peace." 

Israel had been expected to 
Start pulling itsr soldiers out of 
the Gaza Strip and , the West 
Bank town of Jericho on Mon- 
day. under an autonomv 


the Gaza Strip, this meant per- 
petuation of a military camp in 
their midst that is a potent 

r ibol of everything they hate 
ut the occupation. 

Hidden behind a veil ut 
barbed wire and high fences. 


the outpost divides the camp in 
two.A50-merre tower risinsi to 


one side gives soldiers a bird s 
eye view of everything that 
moves in the camp. 

For the refugees, it is a daily 
reminder that thev have no 
freedom. 

Palestinian youths pelt it 
almost daily with stones, pro- 
voking Israeli rubber or live 
bullets in return. 

Mr. Arbeed's two-room 


laboratory and neighbouring 
groceries, pharmacies and 


boutiques lie. in the nu-munV 
land that marks the boundarv 


accord signed in September. 


But Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation I PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat failed 


Sunday to resolve disputes 
the 


over the planned withdrawal, 
delaying the move. They said 
they would talk again in 10 


days and the delay would not 
endanger the Israel-PLO 


accord. 

For the 65.000 Palestinians 
in the largest refugee camp in 


between the Israeli troops and 
the stone-throwers. 

They have been caught in 
the cross fire since the begin- 
ning of the intifada, that 
started in December 1987. The 
walls of the run-down houses 
around the post have been 
pierced by bullets and denied 
by stones. 

The Israelis have propped a 
ladder against the wail of the 
two-stoxy building of Mr. 
Arbeed's neighbours. Sahrecn 
and Sharifa Shrafeh. 

The two women run the 
family pharmacy. They can 


practically touch the barbed 
wire from the front door. 

Sharifa. 21. a pharmacist, 
said people are scared of shop- 
ping there because of its pro- 
ximity to the military outpost. 
The soldiers have" harassed 
young men who shopped 
there, asking for their identity 
cards and snouting profanities 
at them. 

The Shrafeh sisters, who 
tried to live in an apartment 
over the pharmacy for two 
years, moved a month ago 
along with their mother, 
brother and two other sisters 
into their grandfather's house 
half a kilometre away. 

“The Israelis use the ladder 
to get to the roof, which they 
have turned into an observa- 
tion post from which thev have 
shot at other refugees. 1 ' said 
Sabreen. 19. pointing at a sol- 
dier manning the lookout. 

The family, followers of the 
‘.Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, apposes the 
agreement saying it gives little 
land and power to the Palesti- 
nians. But they still cannot 
quite wait for the moment the 
army pulls out. 

“These people haven't been 
very neighbourly.'' said the 
girl's mother. Fehntiyya. 45. 
“Even though we're against 
the peace agreement, we will 
have a feast the day they 
leave.” 


Turkish Cypriots elect coalition 


NICOSIA fAFP) — The ruling 
party in northern Cyprus since 
the Turkish-Cypriots set up a 


breakaway republic 10 years 
is los 


ago has lost its monopoly on 

C r, election results showed 
lay. 

The make-up of a coalition 
was set to determine the fate of 
U.N. efforts to build a federa- 
tion between the Greek-and- 
Turkish-Cvpriots after almost 
two decades of division. 

Veteran Turkish-Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash himself 
engineered the fall of his cen- 
tre-riaht National Union Party 
(NUf) by backing a newly- 
forined Democratic Party (DP) ■ 
because of a dispute with his 
Prime Minister Dervish 


Ero^lu. 


ie NUP won 29.85 per cenl 
of the vote in Sunday's par- 
liamentary elections, or 17 out 
of 50 seats, while the DP ran a 
Close second with 29.19 per 


cent and 15 seats, according to 
the final results. 

Political analysts said the 
outcome — with the DP split- 
ting the right-wine vote — was 
a defeat for the NUP. which at 
the last election in 1990' clin- 
ched 54.60 per cent of the vote, 
with Mr. Denktash s support. 

The ce‘ntre-left Turkish Re- 
■ publican Partv(TRP) ofOzker 
Ozeur. an advocate of territo- 
rial compromise with the 
Greek-Cypriots. won J3 seats 
with 24. per cent of Sunday's 
polling. 

Another leftist group, the 
Communal Liberation Party of 
Mustafa Akinci. won 13.6 per 
cent and five seats. 

Mr. Denktash and Mr. 
Eroglu have been at odds over 
a U.N. confidence-building 


Denktash was ready .to make 
concessions. 

On the other side of the 
U.N. patrolled “green line” 
separating the two communi- 
ties. the Greek-Cypriots have 
accused both .Mr. Denktash 
and Mr. Eroglu of intransi- 


gence and said their dispute 
U.N. 


plan, to reopen Nicosia airport 
:rki.< 


and the Turkish-occupied town 
of Famagusta, with Mr. ErOglu 
charging rhat fellow hardliner 


served only to hold up 
peace moves. 

The election was brought 
forward under pressure from 
Mr. Denktash and the opposi- 
tion. which has boycotted par- 
liament since 199(1. * 

U.N. mediators have said 
the polls would determine the 
outcome of negotiations to 
build a federation . that have 
been stalled sinee J'uly when 
Mr. Denktash stepped down as 
his side's negotiator. 

Apart from falling out with 
Mr. Denktash. the "NT 'P also 
lost voters because of political 
scandals and a weak cconumv. 



‘SUICIDE AMBULANCE: An Israeli sol- 
dier gestures next to a wrecked am b ulance used 
by a “strickle bomber'* from the Islamic Jihad 


a g»h«t an Israeli patrol in Gaza City on 
Monday. The attack left the driver dead and an 
Israeli soldier wounded (AFP photo) 


At least one Gaza settlement 


is eager for immediate transfer 


DUG IT. occupied Gaza Strip 
(AP) — Jewish settlers in this 
fishing village sent 35 of 
Dugit's 40 children to relatives 
in Israel on Sunday. Women 
will leave next. 


The pullout had been timed 


to begin when Israel's army 
started its withdrawal from 


Gaza on Monday. 

Tova Goren said residents 
feared that the delay 
announced in Cairo for im- 
plementing Palestinian self- 
rule would only make matters 
worse and ignite violence in 
the Gaza Strip. 

“The Arabs might not 
accept it well. They might still 
attack us. Nothing has changed 
for me.” she said. 

Orit Kaliti said she will leave , 
Tuesday unless the govern- 
ment took action, either to 
provide heavy security’ or move 
the settlement, inside Israel's 
pre-1967 borders. 

“I don't feel safe." she said. 

Ms. Kaliti bore the Arabs no 
bitterness. 

■"nils is not our land.” she 
said. “For the peace, get us out 
of here. Put us somewhere 
else.” 

Unlike many of the settlers- 
in the Gaza Strip, the residents 
of Dugit feel no attachment to 
their sandy hill overlooking the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

“We are not land of Israel 
type s.“ Ms. Kaliti said, refer- 
ring to the ideological settlers 
who maintain their right to 
settle throughout the occupied 
lands is based on God's Biblic- 
al “promise of the land of 
Israel to the Jews." 

That commitment is one of 


the stumbling blocks facing the 
first stage of Palestinian auton- 


omy that was to begin in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 


Many of the l2(UJtkl Israeli 
settlers’, including the 3.500 in 
the Gaza Strip. Save vowed to 
stay. 

£ut Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
say the continued presence of 
the settlements pose a threat to' 
Palestinian sovereignty, espe- 
cially isolated ones like Dugit 
that’ are difficult for the army 
to protect without keeping 
troops in heavily populated 
Palestinian areas." 

Dugit is compromised of IX 
families, about HO people, who 
applied to the government 10 
years ago to allot them land 
alone the Israeli coast for a 
fishing village. 

“We were interested in set- 
ting up a fishing village any- 
where in our country - ." Ms. 
Kaliti recalled, looking over 
the caravans and fishing boats 
doning its landscape. “We are 
made up of families who know 
onlv fishing." 

Seven years later the offer 
came: The right-wing Likud 
Party government, committed 
to Jewish settlement through- 
out the occupied territories, 
offered the Fishermen and their 
families this isolated spot in the 
northern Gaza Strip. 

The Dugit "seed group'* of 
initial settlers was caught off 
guard. Ms.. Kaliti said: They 
had expected an offer of land 
within Israel. It was the 
height of the Palestinian upris- 
ing against Israeli rule, and 
Gaza was plagued with daily 
violence. 

"Out of 35(1 families who 
were signed on." Ms. Kaliti 
said bitterly, "three turned 
up." Later." 15 more families 
followed. 

As attacks by opponents to 
the peace Talks from extremists 
on both sides increased in re- 


cent week." mi did the deter- 
mination by the Dugit settlers 
ro leave. 

“On Friday, some men piled 
out of a Peugeot at the gate 
brandishing knives," Ms. kali- 
ti said: “A soldier opened fire 
and they got back in and sped 
off. Ninety minutes later, two 
masked men turned up at the 
fence. Again, soldiers chased 
them off.'* 

The events prompted the 
settlers to send their children 
into Israel. They are holding 
out, not for continued settle- 
ment, but for an alternative 
site, outside the Gaza Strip. ' 

“We don't want compensa- 
tion." Dugit settler Voram 
Ravitzkv told Israel Television 


in an appeal to the government 
for relocation outside the occu- 


pied lands. “We want people 
to talk to.'* 

Dugit setflers lived in cara- 
vans/ Mr. Ravitzkv said, and 
moving them to another site 
would not be a problem. “All 
we want is another site on the 
coast." 

“Dugit was supposed to be a 
fishing village. ' Ms. Kaliti 
sighed. "But the army res- 
tricted our fishing to avoid 
confrontation with" the Arabs, 
so we all hold jobs on the 
outside, as well." 

Ms. KalitTs neighbour Batya 
Booda watched over the five 
remaining children in Dugit — 
kids whose relatives were un- 
able to take them in. A guard 
dog lay nearby. 

“The women leave tomor- 
row." she said. 

Tova and Eyal Goren were 
among the last to move their 
children out on Monday. Their 
two small, blonde daughters 
were playing in rhe back" seat. 

“What would you do?” Mr. 
Goren said as he drove out. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Morocco to improve ties with Israef 


NEW YORK (AfP) - King H.iss.,n II of fc'eo to 
decided to improve his country scconomiv tips wtjh kWjH* * 
step that could lead to a normalisation of rebfjoovbctwen 



a v. accords that are to be applied ... — - — - 
future with Israel. The accords CftU for boosting dfM and 
economic ties including increasing the numnci ot fijgms ana 


economic ties inviuumi: mv. . 

opening up the lines of vommuii iwfom v 

postal service — between Morocco and Israel. The accords 


postal service — — — ■ 

also call tor allowing religious and .business Icawis w trawl to 
either country and to establish bank ties that could boost trade 
relations. 


Tehran Times calls for ties with S. Africa 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A semiofficial daily caged Monday for 
Iran to establish diplomatic ties with South Afnca to f the toW 
time since the 1979 Islamic revolution. “The reason* tor 


....... r - diplt ... - 

initiative "towards South Africa would also boost the leader of 
the African National Congress. Nelson Mandela- and etsurc 
rhe risihts of Muslims in South Africa, it stud. Iran i could itself 
benefit bv renewing economic lies with "highly -inuusirralisefl 
South Africa. It was. the First public call rot ties with Pretoria 
for two years. Inin has in the past bracketed South Africa 
alone with Israel and the United States as its leading enemies. 
In 1*991. moderate depute Saeed Rujai Khorassanr urged 
Iranian leaders to reestablish ties with South Africa, slicing 
outrage from newspapers and Islamic hardliners, iterations 
were "broken off when the Islamic revolution toppled the 


pre-Westem Shah. 

Turkish diplomat’s body sent home from Iraq 


BAGHDAD lR) — The Turkish embassy on Monday sent 
home the body of a Turkish diplomat killed in Baghdad 
Saturday. The coffin, draped in Turkish flag, was driven in an 


on 


tilo metres west of 


Iraqi ambulance to Hahaniya airport. 60 
Baghdad. A Turkish plane was to fly the coffin home. The 


Iranian opposition group Mujahedecn-e-Khalq says guards at 
its Baghdad headquarters shot and killed the diplomat by 
mistake. The guards were turned over ro Iraqi authorities and 


the Mujahedeen sent Turkey a relegrammc of regret. 


Pro-Kurd party in Turkey elects new leader 


ANKARA (AFP) — The pro-Kurd Democracy Party (DEP) 
elected Harip Dicle as its leader during a congress -here Sunday 
aimed at distancing itself from a Kurdish rebellion in south- 
eastern Turkey. Mr. Dicle. 38. and a deputy from Divarbakir, 
succeeds Yusar Kaya. who did not put himself forward for 


re election. In a farewell address to a gathering of 5,1X10. Mr. 

ide " 


Kaya stressed that a distinction must he made between the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). which has been 
locked in armed struggle against the Turkish government since 
1984. and the DEP. 'which "is leading a democratic campaign 


with a definite political programme. The DEP. formed last 
ntlv holds 17 seats in the 450-member Turkish 


June, currently 



separatist 

itself as a movement for all democratic forces in Turkey. 


Kansai airportcannot afford 


TOKYO (AP) — Officials at a one trillion yen ($9.3 Inffion) 
airport being built in western Japan have told the government 


they cannot afford special security precautions for Israel's £2 
A1 airlines. The issue is Kkdy to complicate negotiations tins 
month between Japan and Israel on an aviation treaty that 
would allow direct flights between the two countries. El A1 
currently has no regular flights to Japan, and has been unable 
to acquire landing slots at Tokyo’s Narita and Haneda 
airports, which are both completely foil. Officials of Japan’s 
Transport Ministry and Kansai International airport were 
discusing security issues involving El A1 flights, including who 
would pay any additional costs, ministry officials said Monday. 
The national newspaper Asahi reported earlier that the Kansai 
a; ™oit had told the ministry it would refuse El AI flights if it 
to pay the extra costs itself. 


Crisis of identity besets Palestinian police force at birth 


By Barry Parker 
Reuter 


GAZA CITY, occupied 
Gaza Strip — The Palestinian 
police force is suffering from 
an image problem, if not an 
identity crisis, in the uncer- 
tain hours before autonomy 
is implemented in the occu- 
pied territories. 

While Israelis are asking 
who the new policemen are 
and what powers they will 
have, and even threatening to 
shoot them on sight, the 
Palestinians want to know 
when and what are they tak- 
ing over, and who will control 
them. 

Where arq the guns, where 
are the uniforms and even, 
when." are they coming? 

The man who should be 
able to answer at least some 


of the questions is keeping 
silent, partly because he does 


not know and partly because 


he is awaiting orders from the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Tunis. 

Brigadier-General Ziad 
Aref has spent much of the 
three weeks since he arrived 
in Gaza to prepare the new 
force calming the fears of 
rival Palestinian factions that 
the police will be a political 
tool for repression. 

Many recruits are under- 
going training in Egypt and 
Jordan, and the rest is com- 
ing from Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) units scattered 
across the Arab World. 

“Our police will ensure hu- 
man rights and act in a demo- 
cratic fashion." Gen. Aref 
assured AFP. in the only 
interview he has granted so 
far. 

Opponents of the PLO s 
Sept. 13 autonomy deal are 
little inclined to believe him. 

"There are manv signs 
already that the 'future 


Palestinian authority will not 
work to strengthen democra- 

S ’.“ said Ghazi Abu Jayab. 

aza head of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

“The Palestinian police 
that Arafat is setting up is 
nothing more than militia for 
his own Fateh group.” he 
said. 


says could have as many as 
15,000 light-armed officers. 


Gen. Aref is counting on 
Palestinian pride at seeing 


their own people in uniform 
tnd Jeric 


Khaled Hindi, recently re- 
leased from an Israeli jail for 
membership of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas, voiced “fear For the 
way the police will treat the 
Islamic tendency." 


in Gaza and Jericho for the 
first time to help overcome 
many of the teething prob- 
lems. 

Up to 6.00 police will be 
deployed in a first stage, rhe 
brigadier said. 


And Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi is 
founding a body to monitor 
human rights under the 
Palestinian authority. 

However, the uncertainty 
did not prevent thousands of 
Palestinians from trying to 
join the force which Israel 


Some 500 Gazans who 
served in the Israeli police or 
trained before the uprising 
began in December 1987 are 
ready to go into police sta- 
tions next week. 

Maintaining order will be 
in the. hands of a national 
police, a security service and 
local police. 


Palestinian sources say the 
Israeli army will handover a 
police station, a prison hold- 
ing 250 Palestinians and a 
military court at Gaza's seaf- 


ront Hof base, the biggest in 
the city. 

The Palestinians can move 
in, but cannot cany weapons 
until Israel and the PLO 
reach an interim agreement 
on the implementation of 
their autonomy deal. 

While Palestinians are wor- 
ried about the new force, 
many Israelis are apoplectic 
about ft. 

Nearly one in every five of 
the 120,000 settlers is pre- 
pared to use a gun to resist 
arrest by the Palestinian 
police, according to an twin- 
ion poll, and one far-right 
deputy has ' threatened to 
shoot them on sight. 

The settlers have bunched 
a nationwide petition under 
the banner “Don't give guns 
to killers.” 

Mr. Rabin riposted: "I am 
not giving anyone 1 guns: they 
will have to buy them for 
themselves, “ 
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Missing boy returns home on his own IIUNRWA staff groups suspend 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ra’ed Hourani, 
the 14-year-old boy who was 
reported missing since Nov. 
22, returned home last Thurs- 


day on his own to the great 
relief of his family. 

Ra'ed told his family that 
he went to Irbid to earn 
money to repay a bill of 
credit he had signed with his 
school teacher. 

Moubdin Hourani, Ra’ed’s 
father, a merchant who lives 
m Jabal A1 Hashemi AJ Sha- 
mali, said his son left his 
house after a family argu- 
ment and did not return. Tlie 
family notified all police sta- 
tions and hospitals m Amman 
and also placed an advertis- 
ment in local newspaper with 
a photo of the boy in efforts 
to locate the boy. 

While Ra'ed was still mis- 
sing Mr. Hourani told the 
Jordan Times that he sus- 
pected that his son's school. 
Kuteibah Ibn Muslim, and 
one of its teachers were re- 
sponsible for Ra'ed's dis- 
1 appearance. 

“One of the school 
teachers knew I was a trader 
and convinced my son to sign 
a bill of credit worth JD 70, 
and in return, my son would 
buy and sell merchandise for 
the teacher," the father said. 

When Ra'ed returned 
home last week he told his 
family he took some mer- 
chandise from his teacher and 
was selling it on the streets 
when he was picked up by 
police who seized the mer- 


chandise. 

The boy explained that he 
became frightened and his 
only alternative was to go to 
Irbid to work with construc- 
tion labourers in order to 
earn enough money to pay 
his debt to his teacher, 
according to Mr. HoumaL 

“My son was doing hard 
labour, and he slept in the 
workshop in Irbid; and when 
he returned home he was in a 
miserable situation and had 
no money with him,” the 
father said. 

Following Ra’ed return, 
the teacher, who's name Mr. 
Hourani withheld, tried to 
settle the problem in a triable 
fashion, said Ra'ed’s father, 
but a settlement has not been 
satisfactorily reached, he 
added. 

The father told the Jordan 
Tunes thar the family was 
relieved by their son's return, 
adding that he will take no 
legal action against the 
teacher unless the police pro- 
ceed with the case. 

“Thank God my son is 
back,” the father said. “I 
took him to school the next 
day, and he is doing well 
there.” 


Accident kills 3 people 

Three people including a 
four-month-old child were 
killed and 12 people were 
injured in a road accident on 
the Ain A1 Hilleh-Birein- 
Jerash Road, Sunday, 
according to police. 

Dead are Mustafa Bani 


Ghanim (41), Ali Hassan 
(40) and Abdullah Masha- 
qbeh (four-months). 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the acci- 
dent. which took place at 
9:30 a.m.. resulted from the 
explosion of one of the tyres 
of a truck bearing Jordanian 
tags causing it to lose its 
balance and collide with a car 
with Saudi Arabia tags and a 
bus operating along the 
Ajloun-Amman Road. 

The casualties were taken 
to Zarqa and Jerash hospitals 
for treatment, police reports 
said. 

A Zarqa hospital official 
told the Jordan Times the 
hospital received two victims, 
the child who died upon 
arrival at hospital, and the 
mother of the child, who was 
undergoing surgery for head 
injuries she sustained. 

Meanwhile. Jerash hospital 
officials contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times said the hospital is 
treating one man for an arm 
injury and the Last two vic- 
tims were released from the 
hospital Monday morning. 


Search continues for body 

Civil Defence officers con- 
tinuing their search for the 
body of a four-year-old girl 
who was trapped along with 
her two sisters in her family’s 
car when it slid into Wadi A1 
Arab Dam. Friday. The 
bodies on Sanaa (8) and 
Bara a (6) Lababneh were 
pulled from the dam, but 
authorities were unable to 


find Anfal, the youngest 
daughter of Hassan Labab- 
neh of Jofa in Irbid. 

The children were left 
alone in the car, while -their 
parents went for a walk 
according to Captain Abdul 
Raouf Maaitah. director of 
public relations at the Civil 
Defence Department. 

The car slid into the dam 
when its hand-brake was re- 
leased. probably by one of 
the girls. Capt. Maaitah said, 
adding that the car was 
parked at the edge of the 
dam. 

He told the Jordan Times 
negligence resulted in the 
death of the three children. 

Capt. Maaitah pointed out 
that a fence were erected at 
the southeast side of the dam, 
where the car was parked, it 
would have prevented the car 
from sliding into the dam. 

He said the darkness and 
thickness of the dam's waters 
are hindering search efforts 
by Civil Defence officers to 
locate Anfal, adding that the 
department will continue its 
search until her body is 
found. 

Meanwhile, according to 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
report. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent. Sunday expressed 
deep sympathy over the 
death of Lhe three young girls 
and instructed the authorities 
to step up the search for the 
body of the toddler. Prince 
Hassan urged citizens and 
officials to take extra precau- 
tions to preven the recurr- 
ence of such a trade incident. 
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Officials retrieve ancient coins 

i 

junearthed at municipal work site 


| AMMAN (J.T.) — A cache of were scattered about. Dr. Tell 
1 215 silver coins dating back to explained. 

{ the Hellenistic era between 300 As the site contained no 

and 200 B.C. were unearthed archaeological finds, the de- 
it Iraq A1 Amir town, west of partment believes that the 
Wadi Seer. The ancient monies coins were hidden by people 

rill be publicly displayed living in the area at the time, 
i'nortly at the Archaeological On the coins appear the pic- 
Viuseum of Jordan, according ture of the kings of the Ptola- 1 
:o an announcement Monday, . jnic era.aqcUheir-queens, along 1 

S r Department of Antiquities^ 4 dearly vfcjMe-Cteekrwfrt- : 
irector General Safwan Tell. . ingson both faces of the coins. 
Dr. Tell told* the Jordan-**: which, • Dr. Tell maintained, 
rimes that the coins were confirms the Hellenistic rule in 
accidently discovered while the area during the second and 
workers bulldozed the area for third centuries B.C., following 

Jie installation of a new sew- the period of Alexander the 
ige system. Great in Egypt and Syria. 


When the antiquities depart- 
ment was informed of the find, 
it sent a 15-member team 
which worked from Friday 
through Sunday to sift the 
earth and collect all the coins, 
said Dr. Tell. 

The coins were hidden inside 
i jar which was accidently 
.smashed by the bulldozer, and 


confirms the Hellenistic rule in 
the area during the second and 
third centuries B.C., following 
the period of Alexander the 
Great in Egypt and Syria. 

Minister of Tourism 
Mohammad Adwan, who was 
immediately informed of the 
cache, expressed delight at the 
discovery and voiced apprecia- 
tion of the efforts of the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
for facilitating the work of the 
Department of Antiquities and 
the local citizens who provided 



The cache of silver coins from (he Hellenistic era, which was 
unearthed in Iraq A1 Amir 


other assistance. 

Dr. Adwan and Dr. Tell 
called on the public to report 
to the department any 


archaeological finds, which, 
they said "throw light on the 
history of the country and en- 
rich its historical treasures. 


in WHAT’S 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Art wMWrtnn by Jordanian artists Khaled Hjjazi, Moham- 
mad A1 Ameri, and Adnan A) Sharif at Phoenix Gallery for 
Art and Culture (Tel. 695291). 

/ ' ☆ Art exhibition by artist Hani Al Hourani entitled “Impress- 

ions from Wadi Al Wafa**’ at Baladna Art Gallery. 

| ^ Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Salam Jamil at Alia Art 

j Gallery. 

! ft Art exhibition by artist Sarnia Zaron at the Open Studio *‘AI 
Marsam Al Maftuh,” Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle (9:00-13:00 
and 15.-00-17.-00 all days except Fridays). 

* Exhibition of handicrafts at the Marriott Hotel, 
ft Photographic exhibition by artist Basbefr Al-Hajeh at the 
.. i Royal Cultural Centre. 

H ■* Plastic art exhibition on the intifada and Jerusalem at the 
| Professional Association Complex. - 

ft Two exhibitions oT paintings by Eddbert De La Portilla and 
{ Pitr Pawtnaeok at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


GOING ON 


ft Exhibition of prints and drawings by Fakhr EJ Nissa Zeid at 
Darat Al Fannn of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 
in Jabal Luweibdeh. Also showing the permanent exhibition 
( Satnrday-Thnrsday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

ft Plastic art exhibition by a number of Iraqi artists at La Casa 
Art Gallery (between the 5th and 6th Circles). 

ft Exhibition of paintings by artist Khalid Khreis at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of watercolours by artist Shatter Jirmi at the 
Goethe Institute. 

ft Art exhibition by artist Farghali Abdel Hafiez at the Balka' 
Art Gallery in Al Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
720902). 


36 -hour sit-in at agency offices 

Meeting to prepare demands agenda scheduled 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Staff committees 
of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palesti- 
nian Refugees (UNRWA) 
Monday evening suspended 
their 36-hour sit-in at UN- 
RWA headquarters upon 
meeting with Minister of State 
Adel Irsheid, who is also direc- 
tor of the Palestinian Affairs 
Department at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

The sit-in was announced 
Sunday after negotiations with 
UNRWA Deputy Director 
George Carren failed to reach 
a compromise on demands for 
salary increases, improvement 
of conditions of health and 
education benefits as well as a 
reconsideration of the pension 
and annual leave schemes. 

The staff committee mem- 
bers are scheduled to meet 
with Mr. Irsheid next Monday 
to prepare a joint working 
agenda to pursue the agency's 
staff demands, which Mr. 
Irsheid conveyed to Mr. Car- 
ren and UNRWA Commis- 
sioner General in Vienna liter 
Turkman. 

Irsheid voiced the 


Jordanian government’s total 
support for the organisation’s 
workers’ “just and legitimate 
demands," which have been 
outstanding for over a year. 

Defying cold weather and 
evening rain, 32 committee 
members, mostly middle-aged 
men, were not allowed to stage_ 
the sit-in inside the agency's 
headquarters and were denied 
permission to use the build- 
ing's facilities. 

Representing about 7.000 
agency employees, the staff 
committee comprise general 
services, teachers, labourers 
and the Amman branch execu- 
tive committee. 

Odeh Rahal. the commit- 
tees' spokesperson, said that 
LINRwA workers in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip have 
staged sit-ins since the begin- 
ning of the month and "are 
planning a strike as of today 
(Tuesday). 

“We have also contacted the" 
LTNRWA staff in Lebanon, 
and they are going to take 
similar action soon, Mr. Rah- 
al told the Jordan Times. 

The employees claim that a 
survey conducted by UNRWA 
on government institutions in 


Amman did not come up with 
equitable results, because “the 
survey gave positive indication 
of our counterparts in the civil 
service, but the survey did not 
take into consideration the be- 
nefits enjoyed by government 
employees." according to Hus- 
sein Hrei than, -head of the 
teachers executive committee. 

The staff are objecting to 
agency job cuts “on the pretext 
of financial strains," said Mr. 
Rahal. 

A conference of donor coun- 
tries in New York last Friday, 
attended by representatives of 
3S countries, the European 
Community and the Holy See. 
pledged financial and in-kind 
contributions to the UNRWA 
worth S127 million. 

The staff are demanding a 
lowering of the retirement age 
to 50 from 60 and the active 
service period to 25 instead of 
30 years. 

“In developing countries, 
the end of service compensa- 
tions upon resignation are at a 
percentage of one month to 
each year, but in the case of 
UNRWA, tens of employees 
died before completing' 30 
years of service and they were 


unable to collect their com- 
pensations.” said Mr. 
Hre : than. 

Patients coming to the agen- 
cy's clinics are treated at a ratio 
of 100-120 patients to one doc- 
tor. said Mr. Hreithan. “This 
contradicts the mission of the 
-agency, which claims it is a 
humanitarian one.” he said/ 

Mr. Hreithan and others 
present at the sit-in voiced 
their opposition to the agency's 
derison to stop issuing food 
rations and stationery, limiting 
them to what it describes 2S 
“emergency cases." According 
to Mr. Hreithan. a majority' of 
Palestinian refugees in Jordan 
are below the poverty line. 

Overcrowded classrooms 
with 52-55 students each and 
minimal administration staff 
“negatively affect children's 
learning, and this a violation of 
children's rights,” said Mr. 
Hreithan. 

Some Lower House deputies 
visited the UNRWA nead- 

S iarters Monday and voiced 
eir supporters for the work- 
ers’ demands. They included 
Khalil Haddadin, Bassam 
Emoush, Abdul Aziz Jaber 
and Abdul Munem Abu Zant. 


Bulletin reports continued Israeli measures 
against Palestinians in occupied territories 


AMMAN (PetTa) — Israeli 
acts of repression against the 
Palestinian people in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip con- 
tinued during November, de- 
spite the signing of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel accord in 
Washington on Sept. 13, 
according to a monthly bulletin 
issued by the Foreign Ministry 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs Monday. 

The statement said that last 


U,S, confess, 

team arrives ; 

AMMAN' (J.Tl) — A U.S. 
congressional delegation 
headed by Senator Dennis 
DeConcini arrived in Jordan 
Monday as part of a fact- 
finding tour of several coun- 
tries in the region. The de- 
legation includes: 

Senator DeConcini 
(Democrat, Arizona) who is 
a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. 

Senator, Bob Graham 
(Democrat. Florida), a mem- 
ber of the Senate Banking, , 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Committee. 

Senator Arlen Specter 
(Republican. Pennsylvania) 
also on the Senate Approp- 
riations Committee. 

Senator Charles E. Gras- 
sley (Republican. Iowa), on 
the Senate Budget Commit- 
tee and the Finance Com- 
mittee. ] 

Congressman William . 
Richardson (Democrat, New 
Mexico), Energy and Com- 
merce Committee in the 
House. 

During their stay in Am- 
man, the members of the 
delegation will meet wil 
senior government officials. 


☆ Books, books and thousands of books, the most 
useful and best presents of the season. 

☆ Especially for children; but for every body; and at 
special prices. 

Visit us at: Jordan Distribution Agency 

Opposite Amman Municipality. 

Telephone 630191-630192-648949 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

- M.A. or B.A. in Business Administration or 
related field from an American or British Uni- 
versity. 

- 5-10 years experience in office management or 
PA . 

- Energetic, presentable, able to work long hours, 
able to work well with others. 

- Fluent jn English and Arabic (oral and written). 

- Knowledge of computer skills is an asset. 

- Very attractive salary for the qualified candidate. 

- Please apply not later than December 25, 1 993 
to: 

-The General Manager 

P.O. Box 1368 

Amman-Jordan 


Under the Patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 

The Al Hussein Society for 
the Rehabilitation of the 
Physically Handicapped 

Invites you to its 


International Bazaar 

At the Amman Marriott Hotel, Wednesday, 

December 15, 

1993 from 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

-ft International Bake Sale 
☆ Decorations ft Handicrafts 
ft Gift Items 


month Israeli courts passed 
prison sentences ranging from 
several months to several years 
on 95 Palestinians and esca- 
lated human rights violations 
of the Palestinian population. 

The number of Palestinians 
killed during November was 
18, raising to 1,546 the total 
number of Palestinians killed 
since the start of the intifada in 
1987. noted the bulletin. 

Israeli authorities de- 


molished 28 Arab homes under 
the pretext that they were built 
without licences, and schools 
and universities were stormed 
or closed by the Israeli forces 
under different excuses, con- 
tinued the statement. 

According to the bulletin 
Israeli police detained 100 chil- 
dren, and 800 Palestinians con- 
tinue to be held without trial. 

The bulletin attributed the 
November waves of violence 


primarily to Jewish settlers in 
the occupied lands who discri- 
minately rampaged through 
Arab towns, snooting Palesti- 
*nians and damaging Arab 
property. 

According to the bulletin, 
the confiscation of Arab-own- 
ed lands continued last month 
and the number of Jewish set- 
tlements in the West Bank 
reached 1S6. and those in the 
Gaza Strip numbered 20 to 
date. 


6.6% of households: live below 
poverty line — statistical report 


AMMAN (Petra) — By the 
end of 1992, the number of 
needy families living below 
the poverty line in Jordan 
rose to 6.6 per cent of the 
total number of households, 
up from 1.5 per cent in 1987, 
according to a statistical bul- 
letin released by a govern- 
ment-appointed task "force. 

The bulletin, released 
Monday, said the number of 
families living in absolute 
poverty was 21.3 per cent of 
the total number of house- 
holds in Jordan, up from 18.7 
per cent in 1987. 

Commeuting on the out- 
come of the survey, Hussein 


Al Khatib of the Ministry of 
Planning Department of Re- 
search and Studies said that 
unemployment is largely 
blamed for the state of pover- 
ty. and any moves to curtail 
unemployment would posi- 
tively affect the status of the 
poor. 

Dr. Khatib said the depart- 
ment was striking to help the 
government achieve a ba- 
lance between human and 
economic resources by creat- 
ing jobs and initiating in- 
come-generating projects. 

The government's five- 
year-plan which continues 
through 1997. he said, is 


largely aimed at dealing with 
unemployment and poverty 

The development plan en- 
tails an ambitious programme 
to reduce to 9.6 per cent the 
rate of unemployment by the 
end of 1997, added Dr. 
Khatib. 

The plan, which envisages 
the creation of 224,000 jobs, 
provide for measures to cater 
to the needs of families living 
below and around the pover- 
ty line, including government 
subsidies, soft loans for in- 
itiating projects and voca- 
tional training for heads of 
household, said Dr. Khatib. 
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The job of creating jobs 

FOR ALL technical purposes we now have what the 
government describes as the first deficit-free budget 
There are arguments and - counter-arguments, why. it is, 
not so since foreign assistance and fresh loans to service 
the already high debt burden are not considered as 
deficit. 

tt may not be a useful exercise to go into that part of 
the budget since it is pretty clear whatever arguments are 
used and heard, the net picture remains unchanged — 
that jon. v ,A cannot hope to manage on its own while 
Straining under one of the higher per capita foreign 
debts. 

But what is indeed of high concern is the unemploy- 
ment figures that are continued to be cited by officials. 
Finance Minister Sami Gammoh explained to the Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday that the work force was 
expected to reach nearly one million during the year 1994 
and only 875.000 of them would be employed — meaning 
an unemployment of 13 per cent. 

However, the 13 per cent figure does not reflect the 
actual unemployment rate in the country if only because 
of the parameters that are applied to determine the 
official statistics. 

Well, the numbers on paper, whether the govern- 
ment’s or others’, do not matter much anyway. What 
matters indeed is the situation on the ground, and that 
does not look very healthy and encouraging. 

We are seeing an increasing line of youths turning up 
at the doors of commercial enterprises seeking jobs; 
graduates are pushed into applying for jobs that perhaps 
need only Tawjihi. On the one hand, it is a healthy trend 
because there has to be structural change in the attitude 
of onryonth. ffpanjHarge. nmst Jordanians frown upon 
menial^jqbf and^WcftJd rather sit idle.. than. accepting a 
position which [^ 6^nsidere^indignifiec^ in society. As 
suclu highly qualified people coming - down to earth from 
their dreams of jobs with “status” and considering any 
post as a stepping stone is a welcome sign that the 
structural changes may be round the corner sometime in 
the future. 

We have seen every one of our budget talking about 
reducing unemployment, but not in specifics, except of 
course the number of jobs created in the civil service. We 
have heard of the Development and Employment Fund, 
but do we really know how much money was actually 
spent on creating one job through that fund? Do we know 
for sure whether the amount spent on creating one 
position through support from the fund was not a case of 
spending a dinar for one-tenth of its worth? 

What we would definitely like to know is whether there 
is any change in the government agencies’ bureaucratic 
policies to encourage entrepreneurship and how many 
offices and discouraging akward and cumbersome proce- 
dures one has to go through before being told whether he 
or she qualifies for a loan as start-up capital. 

All said and done, we are sure that many of our 
honourable deputies whose portfolios include demands 
for jobs for their constituents would definitely be asking 
these questions in the House during the debate on the 
1994 budget. 

But satisfactory answers from the floor are not simply 
enough. Things have to move, and move fast, before our 
youth are pushed further into despair and frustration to 
a level that would eventually threaten our social security 
and stability. 

No doubt it is not the sole responsibility of the 
government to create jobs; the private sector has to 
assume a key role, but then the private sector should 
have enough incentives to go out of its way to embark on 
an uncertain journey of creating more jobs leading to 
reduced profits. 

There has to be stronger interaction between the 
government and private sector with the dear under- 
standing that everyone's interest is at stake here and 
something has to be done collectively. Dialogue and free 
exchange of views are the key to that, and we hope the 
government would move in a direction that removes 
clouds if any in the air hampering such a dialogue. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Dustour daily commented on the announcement of the 1994 
fiscal budget, noting that it aimed at dealing with most of the 
imbalances at the domestic and external levels. The budget 
also provides for incentives to stimulate the private sector, 
improve the investment climate and deal with the difficulties 
facing some of the Jordanian public firms, noted the daily. 
There are provisions in the Budget to ensure sustainable 
development, boost vocational training and promote other 
basic services, continued the paper. It said that the budget 
statement which showed that the unemployment rate has now 
dropped to 13 per cent of the Jordanian workforce provided 
also for measures to ensure at least a six per cent growth rate 
of gross domestic product for 1993 and later on. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily said Monday that Arab countries' 
efforts to ensure Western and American commitments to find 
durable and comprehensive solutions for the Middle East 
conflict are futile and would end no where. The Arabs have 
lost everything with tbe destruction of the Iraqi economy and 
military power as well as their moral potential and their ability 
to fbse renewed collective Arab action which is the required 
mec^ nism for uniting Arab states, said Bader Abdul Haq. 
Inde-.J, the Arab states are now at their weakest point notably 
because they are not in a position to demand that the 
international legality by implemented or the requirements of 
durable peace met, noted the writer. Noting that the Western 
countries realise: that Israel remains-the main obstacle for the 
attainment of peace, the writer said that what the Arab states 
receive from Washington is mere promises or mere verbal 
commit n* s nts that are not applied or honoured. One ray of 
hope stili . ■'oms in the offing and that is the intifada, waged by 
the Palestinian people against Israeli occupation, continued 
the writei. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Pan-Arab nationalism: is it dying or being born? 


IT IS intellectually chic in the West, and among many beaten 
Arabs who would like to spend the rest of their Jives riding golf 
carts around Los Angeles suburbs, to proclaim that Arab 
nationalism has failed and has died a merciful death. This 
simple argument coincides conveniently with the popular 
Western view that the Arabs should stop trying to forge a 
unified or integrated national force and instead they should 
submit quietly to the realities of the West's techno-cotnmer- 
cial-infonnation dominance of the world. 

Many Arabs are happy to roll over and do as they're told. 
Dejected by their tragic dependence on foreign food, money, 
guns, capital goods and political protection, many Arabs 
nevertheless go along with the prevalent inclination to chase 
contracts ana money, to do whatever is required of them stay 
alive and fed and generally to bow down to the new gods of 
global commercialism. To confuse individual Arabs whose 
identity and humanity have died with the wholesale death of a 
national ethos that may define hundreds of millions of people 
is to make a very unfortunate mistake — if it is, indeed, a 
mistake and not an unconscious geostrategic goal. 

The idea that Arab national identity has died and been 
replaced by a more pragmatic, realistic recognition of the need 
to generate an income and stay alive by any means is a 
peculiarly Western, Anglo-Saxon concept; it smacks heavily of 
the ways of corporate marketing managers, who speak of our 
region s importance in terms of commodities and markets, and 
who use a vocabolarly whose primal verbs are to sell, to 
penetrate markets and to generate profits. 

Many in the West would like Arab nationalism to die 
because tbe idea of an integrated, coordinated, wholesome 
Arab World scares or threatens them; this is probably due to 
historical reasons, including, a) the legacy of cultural or 
imperial friction between the Middle East and Europe and b) 
the legacy of European and Mediterranean powers’ need to 
control the strategic geography and/or natural resources of the 
Middle East. 

This view is complemented today by a new perception of 
Arab/Islamic society as being the last serious alternative to, or 
holdout against, the' global dominance of the Western consum- 
erfindustnal society and its emphasis of individualism and 
materialism. Therefore, many in the West and in Israel 
portray the Arab/Islamic world as a dangerous and threatening 
source of political extremism, terror, military violence, reli- 
gious fanaticism, and inhuman laws and cultural habits — a 
veritable land of oriental demons that is not only alien to and 
incompatible with Western values, but that also threatens 
Western lifestyles. 

The death of Arab nationalism is an easy shorthand form of 
proclaiming the end of any chance that tbe Arab/Islamic world 
might snap out of its cycle of regression and mediocrity and 
achieve its enormous potential. Many in the West speak of the 
end of Arab nationalism in the same manner that they speak of 
the defeat of communism and Marxism — as demons slayed 


and threats that have been vanquished. 

What we hear from the West, though, is very different. from 
what we hear from the Arab people themselves. At the 
grassroots level throughout the Arab world, pan-Arab nation- 
al identity and Islam are still the two most powerful trans- 
national forces that define the political expressions and 
aspirations of the vast majority of Arabs. I would suggest, 
therefore, that the real status of pan-Arab national identity is 
not that it has died, but that it has never been tried in a 
realistic and rational manner. Equally important, though, is 
that the pan-Arab national identity I speak of, ana that 
ordinary Arabs throughout the region also express in their 
own wavs, is not the anti-Western romanticism of the 1950s 
and 1966s; rather it is a more practical recognition of the 
urgency of pan-Arab coordination and integration as the most 
meaningful antidote to our current ailments. 

The term Arab nation alism commonly refers to the move- 
ment led by Gamal Abdul Nasser in the 1950s and 1960s, 
which spawned many attempts by different combinations of 
Arab countries to unite, integrate, or form confederation or 
unions. None of those attempts succeeded — and thus Arab 
nationalism has never been tried. — because every attempt at 
inter-state Arab integration or union was conceives by 
self-appointed, non-accountable leaders, usually as an expe- 
dient and often transparently self-serving political conveni- 
ence. Never in this century have any combination of Arab 
leaders turned to their people and asked them what they feel 
and what they want; never have Arab leaders sought to 
implement pan-Arab policies based on the freely expressed 
sentiments of their own people. How can Arab nationalism 
have died if the people of the Arab Nation have never told us 
what Arab nationalism is? 

After nearly a century of various forms of Arab struggle 
against Western imperialism and colonialism and, simul- 
taneously, against indigenous Arab autocratic rule, we still do 
not have any idea of what the majority of Arabs really desire 
in terms of their domestic political systems or their relations 
with other Arabs. This is tbe harsh consequence of cumulative 
decades of foreign domination of the Arab region, followed by 
domestic pacification, all of which resulted m the grotesque 
modem pan-Arab legacy of national dependence, intellectual 
lassitude, cultural exhaustion, and political weakness. 

The important and exciting prospect of gradual democra- 
tization and liberalisation throughout much of the Arab World 
is that it will permit the Arab people, for the first time in their 
modem history, to reverse these trends; and to speak their 
hearts — to express in political terms what they want and how 
they want to be associated with their fellow Arabs. Democra- 
tisation will finally provide us with the opportunity to learn 
what pan-Arab national identity really means. 

I am convinced that the real basis of pan- Arab nationalism is 
not the emotional, reactionary, often frenzied anti-Western 
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dignified and sovereign people- . - . 

The single most important political fact of iif * 

of 350 million people will riot stabilise before it reac *JJ?„ st J™ 
900 million people around the year 2DSO — 

pressures to survive -r- simply to eat and 
compel rational to recognise that they can otW asgtre jo 
progress and a decent life if they integrate their source* and 
allow a free flow of people, goods, ideas, money ural 

resources across borders — so that shortages and lmoalwices 
can be redressed, productivity enhanced and com pic men rar- 
ities exploited. Aoove and beyond food and water, the 
challenge of providing housing, jobs, education and social 
services for 700 million Arabs will oblige us to move towards 
political and economic systems that can meet our basic human 
needs. Such systems will closely reflect the federalist patterns 
that pertained in the United States. Italy and Germany in the 
19th century and the unionist/integrationist trends that nave 
characterised modem Europe since the 19611s. _ 

This will happen only after we make the histone transition 
from our modem legacy of foreign domination, national 
fragmentation and indigenous political autocracy towards ft 
future of genuine sovereignty, national reconstituti on, r egion- 
a! cooperation, and a more participatory and accountable 
domestic political culture. Free ana thoughtful Arabs will 
inevitably move towards a pan-Arab national identity because 
this is toe natural convergence point between the cvMWtVflfl 
roots of their cultural identity and the common denominator, 
for fheir future survival and their collective economic and 
social progress. 

Rather toan presiding over the death of Arab national 
identity, I think we are, in fact, witnessing its birth a 
genuine and durable pan-Arabism that was first conceived in 
the post-colonial and anti-imperial struggles of the first quarter 
of this century, that survived the false labour pains of 
mid-century’s anti-Zionist diversion, and that has started to 
come to life in the midst of the pan-Arab deterioration of the 
last quarter of this century. 

<S) 1993 RAMI G. KHOURI 


Israeli electorate veers away from peace 


By Peretz Kidron 

THE goyenora 
Rabin can find little cause 4or . 
gratification in -recent-opinion 
polls. The pollsters' report- a 
serious erosion in support for 
Rabin’s Labour Party and his 
left-leaning allies of Meretz. 
Were elections to be held now, 
toe two parties would probably 
lose half a dozen or more seats 
in the 120-member Knesset. 
Such a setback would wipe out 
their present slim parliamen- 
tary majority, paving the way 
for a Likud coalition with toe 
far right and toe religious par- 
ties. 

Even more striking, given 
that Israel’s next prime minis- 
ter will be elected by direct 
vote of toe electorate, is toe 
poll measuring public approval 
of leading politicians. With 
nearly 30 per cent support, Mr. 
Rabin remains tbe single most 
popular candidate — but he 
retains that lead solely because 
the 47 per cent right-wing vote 
is split between Likud leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
hardliner Raphael Eytan of 
Tzoroet. Should toe nationalist 
parties agree on a single candi- 
date. Mr. Rabin's prospects 
would be dismal. 

These findings reflect an 
amazing turn-about in toe pub- 
lic mood, away from tbe heady 
September days when Mr. 
Rabin’s historic agreement 
with PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
set off a wave of peace euphor- 
ia which even managed to suck 
in broad sections of toe right- 
wing constituency. By holding 
out toe promise of peace, Mr. 
Rabin's bold demarche drew a 
measure of popular support 


Labour bas not enjoyed since 
toe 60s. With Mr. Rabin riding 
•high on, a ^wave, of personal 
popularity,^ qp$ir&ts .foresajv ._ 
Labour -restored to toe status 
of "permanent party of. gov- . 
ernmerit” it enjoyed under J 
Ben Gurion and Golda Meir. 

Municipal elections 

Having enjoyed so dear a 
lead so recently, how did 
Labour contrive to lose it with- 
in a matter of weeks? At the 
tactical level of everyday poli- 
tics. the party's own leadership 
is heavily to blame. Labour 
bungled badly in the 2 Novem- 
ber municipal elections: field- 
ing unpopular candidates and 
waging a campaign notable 
mainly for heavy-handed mud- 
slingrog. Labour allowed 
Likud to win in two of Israel's 
three major rides as well as 
dozens of smaller councils. Mr. 
Rabin compounded the set- 
back when, in a last-minute bid 
to drum up support for his 
party’s candidates, he pre- 
sented toe local elections as a 
vote of confidence in his gov- 
ernment and its peace policy; 
Labour's ensuing defeat was 
promptly construed as a slap in 
the face for toe prime minister, 
while providing a much- 
needed tonic for the reeling 
Likud leadership. Facing 
Likud’s slick and intelligent 
campaign. Labour managed to 
mak- every mistake in the poli- 
tical DOOk. 

But however costly such tac- 
tical ineptitude. Labour's trou- 
bles lie principally at the 
strategic level, arising out of 
public disillusionment with the 
peace process. A majority of 
Israelis bailed the Oslo 


Accords with toe PLO, first 
and foremost because they 

.. toe. 

■ villed-the cotmtJy.for genera^ 
_ tions. Bat just as Labour in- 
'itially' profited from those ris- 
ing hopes, their collapse 
threatens to cost the party 
dear. 

In the early days after the 
Israel-PLO accord, events 
seemed to bear out the optim- 
ists. Israeli soldiers in the occu- 
pied territories, accustomed to 
showers of stones and Molotov 
cocktails, were handed bun- 
ches of flowers instead. Israeli 
television, hitherto virtually 
off-limits to Palestinians, now 
granted lavish airtime to ordin- 
ary people from Gaza and the 
West Bank, whose genuine 
and unmistakable enthusiasm 
for the new era of peace — 
frequently expressed in fluent 
ana eloquent Hebrew — 
helped to win over sceptics. 

But, inevitably, the”honey- 
moon was short-lived. On pat- 
rol and at roadblocks, nervous 
Israeli troops maintained their 
shoot-first policy; and Palesti- 
nian casualties, though sharply 
reduced, continued to trickle 
into hospitals and morgues. 
Breakaway Palestinian groups 
continued wanton attacks on 
individual Israelis, seeking to 
inflict casualties by a variety of 
means. 

Tbe Rabin government 
sought to play down the vio- 
lence by dismissing the perpet- 
rators as a lunatic fringe. When 
right-wing critics pointed to toe 
killings as proof that the 
Palestinians were not keeping 
their side of the bargain, Mr. 
Rabin and his ministers cited 


Israeli intelligence sources to 
claim that Palestinian resist- 


declared themselves satisfied. 
But ordinary Israelis noted 
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n.toe PLf^bad.iheeminstroctedj 
-to halt ..violence against 
- Israelis, just as- Arafat' had > 
pledged. When vengeful set- 
tlers rampaged through 
Palestinian towns and villages 
in response to the attacks, the 
prime minister denounced 
their excesses and those of toe 
Palestinian opposition in vir- 
tually identical terms. 

Tbe renewed tide of violence 
and counter-violence posed a 
grave challenge to Rabin, 
writing in Ha'aretz, columnist 
Yoel Markus put it succinctly: 
'Terrorism is the main politic- 
al problem confronting toe 
government as it takes the road 
of peace. Not merely because 
terrorism reinforces the ex- 
tremists on our side, but main- 
ly because the government's 
principal base of support is 
liable to slip away. The govern- 
ment releases Arafat from re- 
sponsibility for toe attacks just 
because Fateh has laid down its 
weapons, as be claims; it is 
doubtful whether toe public 
will long accept this." 

Mr. Rabin repeatedly 
assured toe Israeli public that 
•the PLO was keeping its word. 
But that claim coBapsed when 
it emerged that tbe murder of a 
settler from Beit El, near 
Ra m a l la h — initially attributed 
to Hamas — had in fact been 
carried out by a maverick unit 
of Mr. Arafat’s own Fateh. 
When the PLO chairman re- 
sponded to U.S. and Israeli 
pressure with public conde- 
mnation of his wayward fol- 
lowers, Israel's official circles 


Optimism is fuelled by daily 
portrayals of the prospects 
> opening up since Israel’s recy 


ptine, and contained no- moral"-, 
-reprimand, ■ ‘ *' 

It was a striking illustration 
of the newly forged inter- 
dependence which now char- 
acterises Israeli-Palestmian re- 
lations: increasingly, Mr. Ara- 
fat’s sins — real or imagined — 
are chalked up against Mr. 
Rabin. The reverse holds 
eguaHy true: Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Rabin now each have a 
keen interest in each other's 
successes and failures. In the 
often gloomy atmosphere sur- 
rounding toe peace talks, and 
the daily crises which threaten 
to derail them, the main glim- 
mer of hope stems from this 
tacit alliance between the 
chairman of tbe PLO and the 
prime minister of Israel. 

Reviving hope 

But until that unwritten pact 
produces results striking 
enough to vindicate him with 
the Israeli public, Mr. Rabin 
must resort to damage control, 
principally by reviving the 
mood of hopefulness which 
surrounded the Oslo Accords. 


By Gene Gibbons 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Ask any- 
one in the White House about 
rhe first year of Bill Clinton's 
presidency and they will prob- 
ably compare it io a roller 
coaster ride. What's more, the 
in-crowd is braced for more 
thrills and chills in 1994. 

That is not to say Mr. Clin- 
ton has been unsuccessful — 
on the contrary, he posted at) 
impressive legislative record. 
Even Senate Republican lead- 
er Bob Dole says the Demo- 
crat can take “a "lot of satisfac- 
tion" from his string of wins in 
Congress. 

But Mr. Clinron's popularity 
has risen and sunk in a dizzy ing 
sine curve since his inaugura- 
tion. leading Esquire maga- 
zine's Walter Shapiro to call 
him the first "poll-spike presi- 
dent.” 

"It's been kind of a roller 
coaster year.” acknowledges 
White House Communications 
Director Mark Gearan. 

Beside? toe North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAF- 
TA) and budget legislation 
that takes a slab at cuiring 
spending. Mr. Clinton's 
trophies included a lull ihai 
allows workers to take leave 


Clinton’s ups and 
downs likely to 
continue in ’94 


for family and medical 
emergencies, creation of a 
national sen.' ice corps and pas- 
sage of the Bradv Bill, which 
requires a wailing period and 
background check for the 
purchase of a handgun. 

"He got a lot of things done 
this year... nothing major but 
things that Republican presi- 
dents didn't push or sustained 
vetoes on.” Mr. Dole said in 
an interview. 

in spite of his record. Mr. 
Clinton, the first Democrat in 
the White House in 12 years, 
has the highest negative pull 
rating of any first-year cinei 
executive since Gerald Ford, 
the country's only unelected 
president, far. Ford incurred 
public wrath in 1974 by par- 
doning his predecessor, 
Nixon, oi any crime 
to the Watergate 


Richard 

related 

scandal. 

Some 

doubts 


of the continuing 
about Mr. Clinton's 


Icuucismp stem Irom gaftes 
that preceded or followed 
many successes — his bungling 
of several appointments, waf- 
fling on issues like gays in the 
military and Bosnia, and mis- 
steps on matters like the White- 
House travel office flap and his 
much-publicised (Mr. Clinton' 
says wrongly reported) 2WI 
haircut. 

Stephen Wayne a George- 
town University political ex- 
pert. says another reason for 
Mr. Clinton's image problem is 
"he moved from one thing to 
another so quickly that people 
didn't have time id absorb 
what he had done." He added: 

"One doesn't hate the sense 
that there is a discernible direc- 
tion or focus to what he's 
doing. People can’t son it 
out... because of its pace and 
because of its diversity." 

Mr. Clinton, a man with 
eclectic interests, an explore 
temper anJ a Gargantuan 


appetite for work, is no! about 
to slo\y his pace or refine his 
agenda in the next 12 months.. 

"I got hired to fight for the 
folks in this country, to face 
real problems. And any time 
you face problems in specifics 
instead of in ihe abstract, 
you're going to he misunder- 
stood. and vou're going to 
have a lot of oppitsition." he 
said in a Rolling Stone inter- 
view recently. 

- In addition to the health care 
reform, a highly controversial 
endeavour at the \cry top of 
his 1994 agenda. Mr. Clinton 
plans to push for a sweeping 
overhaul of the welfare system 
and passage of a tough" new 
anti-crime package that would 
further restrict' unrestricted 
public access to guns. 

He will also have to try to 
fend off a conservative push 
for a constitutional amend- 
ment culling tor a balanced 
budget, and. if a new world 
trade agreement is reached, 
take on- many of the same 
interest groups he outmancu- 
vered in the NAFTA fight to 
get the pact through Congress. 

As Clinton tind company 
know only too well, it will lake 
a miracle to keep these priori- 
ties from being pushed to the 
background h\ an internation- 
al flare-up. 
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Arab states standing in liAo to 
do business. Politicians cud 
senior officials feed the media 
with glowing reports of peace 
and prosperity around the cor- 
ner, particularly in relation to - 
Jordan. 

Newspaper headlines quote 
“sources in Jerusalem" 
announcing “an agreement in 
principle on peace with Jor- 
dan", and promising "a break- 
through within weeks”. Two 
days later, similar headlines 
heralded a further “agreement 
in principle" with Jordan on 
cooperation in toe field of fi- : 
nance and banking. King Hus. 
sein was quoted as suggesting 
"implementation of elements 
of peace before signature of a 
formal treaty’’: an Israeli 
minister claimed that "every- 
thing is tied up and signed" 
with Jordan. Even the Likud 
leaders hastened to clamber on 
board the Jordanian band- 
wagon: Netanyahu sent a pub- 
lic message to King Hussein, 
affiimingUkud support for the 
emerging arrangement — Mid- 
dle East International, 
London. 
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The pursuit of happiness took a rat-race detour Indian election chief 

By Richard Steeves a gmges^e here^ an artifact there were a few cautionary ■ tion. it turned out, was not a ' by a company called Tokyo j - “t ' ' j 1 
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more Americans were con- 
sumed by the stress of keeping 


By Richard Reeves 

DALLAS — “An enormous 
upheaval was seeded to take 
leisure and the good life from 
the exclusive grasp of the high- 
living wealthy few and place it 
within reach of everybody on 
9 FJm Street, USA. The upheav- 
al came originally when several 
powerful forces worked in un- 
ison: an expanding economy, 
mass production, enlightened 
capitalism and strong labour 
unions. Today the changeover 
is being dramatically hastened 
by a powerful new force called 
automation. It produces even 
more leisure, more and better 
goods." 

That is from Life magazine, 
dated Dec. 28, 1959. “Special 
Issue: The Good life. Zestful 
Americans Enjoy Their New 
Leisure," was the headline 
across the cover. A montage of 
colour photographs showed 
Americans at play. A woman 
trying out a new 35mm 
(^camera, others painting or 
' gardening. Men scuba diving, 
reading in their own small lib- 
raries, making furniture in 
their home workshops. 

The magazine was laid out at 


a garage sale here* an artifact 
of another time. “Leisure is 
the purpose of work,” the 
mzgpzins editorialised. 

‘The quality of its leisure 
activity sets the tone of any 
society, defines its version of 
the Good Life and measures 
the level of its civilisation.” 
Advertisements emphasised 
die same themes. Pan Amer- 
ican Airways — “World’s Most 
Experienced Airline' 1 — 
touted its new jet service to 
four continents. Bell Tele- 
phone boasted that it was ex- 
perimenting with telephones 
that would have push buttons 
instead of dials. In a section on 
the future, the magazine talked 
about shorter work hours, 
medical breakthroughs includ- 
ing diagnostic machines and 
organ replacement, satellite 
communications and home 
videotape, longer vacations 
and more disposable income. 

And most of that happened 
— sort of. Life magazine is no 
longer a weekly reaching 6.5 
million homes. Bell Telephone 
was broken up and Pan Am 
went bust. Why didn’t Amer- 
ican life work ont the way Life 
thought it would? To be sure. 


there were a few cautionary 
notes in the magazine’s 192 
pages. A rich politician. Sena- 
tor John F. Kennedy of Mas- 
sachusetts, saw it this way: 
“We have gone soft... The 
slow corrosion of luxury is 
already beginning to show.” 

The magazine’s editorial 
also projected a dazzling ignor- 
ance of the world arounait in 
1960: “Americans have now 
virtually eliminated one of the 
chief drives behind all human 
effort, namely the fear of 
poverty. What can substitute 
for the old drive against hunger 
and for work satisfaction? 
Although automation releases 
some people to more interest- 
ing jobs, it may be that an 
automated society still lacks 
the compulsion to excellence 
and “disinterested” achieve- 
ment. And this may be the 
missing component of our con- 
tinuing quest.” 

The politician became presi- 
dent and directed American 
energy and resources not to- 
wards leisure or luxury; he 
aimed the riches of the nation 
at the destruction of an alien 
system, communism. Auroma- 


med by the 
>; of be int 


up; of being forced to learn 


new jobs or skills to replace the 
ones taken over by machines. 

That certainly affected my 
life. I graduated from college 
that year, 1960, as a mechanic- 
al engineer, knowing a great 
deal about slide rules, steam 
pumps and vacuum tubes. 
Within a few years, Texas In- 
struments, among- others, was 
selling everything I knew for 
about S10. You could get most 
of me in a pocket calculator. 

The drive towards new 
prosperity and new leisure was 
not exclusively American. Life 
magazine’s editorial copy did 
not mention other countries, 
except as places for Americans 
to see, courtesy of the demo- 
cratised travel made possible 
by the jets of Pan Am. But 
tucked in a small corner of 
Page 136 was an advertisement 
for “The world's smallest, 
best-designed transistor radio” 


Rabin rules out self-rule deal in 10 days 


ce 


(Continued from page 1) 

mini-crises and perhaps also 
•. crises,” Mr. Rabin said. 

“There are also games which 
> are called brinkmanship, and if 
we wifi be strong and firm, we 
will succeed at realising what 
we want.” 

~ “1 have no intention — and 

I’m sure that would be the 
government’s stance — to con- 
cede on the security issues. But 
' ' J wifi add: I already said De- 
•Wfiember 13 isn't a sacred date,” 
j. be told Israel Radio before the 
meeting. 

Mr. Rabin held out hope of 
some action despite the delay: 
“It won't be a question of 
" gestures. The problem will be 
whether I will decide to take a 
few unilateral steps or not." 

But Agriculture Minister 
Yaacov Tsur said such steps 
had not been discussed in the 
• cabinet. 

Israeli cabinet ministers said 


control die external borders 
between Israel and Jordan and 
Israel and Egypt... this is the 
major obstacle,” Health Minis- 
ter Haim Ramon told repor- 
ters. 

Ministers were adamant 
Israel bad to retain control 
during the five-year self-rule 
period agreed in September. 

“1 think that Arafat... thinks 
he is going to be president of a 
state. That is not in the agree- 
ment... he must understand 
that in this period the govern- 
ment of Israel will not give up 
its defence of the borders,” 
Culture Minister Shulamit 
Aloni said. 

But Ms. Aloni said she be- 
lieved Mr. Arafat would give 
up his “wishful thinking.” 

Ministers said gestures to 
ease Palestinian disappoint- 
ment at the delay like a token 
withdrawal or prisoner release 
were not discussed in the 
cabinet. 


because there was an escala- 
tion (of attacks) from the 
armed settlers against our peo- 
ple. We hope this will be set- 
tled and controlled by the 
Israeli government.” 

Mr. Arafat said he had fruit- 
ful talks but would not say 
whether he had secured any 
aid or investment for the fledg- 
ling Palestinian territories. 

“I’m not just looking for 
economic support. I’m looking 


Elections scramble 
Russian scene 


(Continued from page 1) 


border control was .thc main,, >r. In thp^Hagpej; Mi;. Arafat 
hurdle, to .the start. of.Palestin '‘.said he did not expect .the delay, 
nian self-rale. " . itb spaTk'an upsurge of violence I 

“The main obstacle I can says m the occupied territories. ■ 
for this moment is who will “The violence has increased 


government considers that the 
adoption of the constitution by 
the Russian people is a good 
decision. 

The British government in 
London .welcomed . Russia’s 
.adoption of .a new constitution 
as a “historic event ” saying 
the charter laid the baas for 
democracy and human rights. 


for moral support, political 
support and the implementa- 
tion of the declaration of prin- 
ciples,” he said. 

The British government said 
it was disappointed at the delay 
in starting the Israeli withdraw- 
al. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said the delay was “disappoint- 
ing” and Britain “hopes that 
an agreement wifi be finalised 
soon.” 


But world leaders also ex- 
pressed concern about the suc- 
cess of Mr. Zhirinovsky. 

One of the strongest warn- 
ings came from the Norwegian 
government, whose Foreign 
Minsiter Johan Joejgen Holst 
said Norway will find it more 
difficult to negotiate border 
issues with the new Russia. 


by a company called Tokyo 
Shibaura Electric — Toshiba 
for short. 

Most of all, 1 think, the 
pursuit of happiness celebrated 
by life became the pursuit of 
more and better goods — and' 
that; meant the pursuit' of 
money/ The race to keep us 
.was fueled by easier and easier 
credit. 

One television, one car, one 
house, one wife or husband 
was not enough for the good 
life — or so we thought. More 
and more expensive education 
was needed for the good jobs 
of the good life. And it was 
work and salary that were 
prized, not leisure and civilisa- 
tion — one result being that 
women who did not work 
could not defend themselves 
economically or socially. 

One way or another over 
these 30 years Americans 
downgraded leisure and 
cheapened work at the same 
time. In I960, Americans 
thought the rat race was en- 
ding. But for most of them it 
was just moving to the fast 
track — Internationa] Herald 
Tribune. 

Israelis 
kill 3 

(Cofltfamed from page 1) 

talked abont will not be 
enough. It wifi be postponed 
again because the problems axe 
too big to be solved in 10 
days," said Sami Abu Samhan- 
dane, one of the new genera- 
tion of Fateh leaders in Gaza. 

Islamic f imHamcntalkfs jjlcf. 

Jamal Khudari from Gaza City 
welcomed the delay and saw it 
as proof that agreement could 
not be achieved. 

“This agreement is 
doomed,” he said. “Violence, 
killing and destruction were 
increased by this agreement 
and now we will see more and 
more.” 

Attacks continued Sunday 
night with the shooting and 
wounding of an Israeli bus 
driver in the West Bank. Shlo- 
mo Ohana, 28, of Beersheba, 
was in serious condition with a 
gunshot wound in the chest 
after his bus was ambushed 
outside the city of Hebron, a 
flashpoint of Arab-Israeli vio- 
lence lately in the occupied 
West Bank. 


By Michael Battye 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — Indian politi- 
cians often called him a 
dog. One magazine said he was 
a boll who carried around his 
own China shop. 

Top civil servants described 
T.N. Seshan — a small, portly 
man with a bald head — as a 
“polished megalomaniac,” but 
only after fie called them 
polished call girls, an insult he 
admitted was 7l impoUtjc”, even 
t h ou gh he meant it. 

But Mr. Seshan, the blunt- 
tallring man who runs elections 
in a country that proudly calls 
itself the world's biggest demo- 
cracy, is showing of turn- 
ing from the ogre portrayed 
just a few weeks ago in many 
newspapers into a hero. 

In November, he ran six 
regional elections in which 
only a handful of people were 
lolled rather than the usual 
scores, intimidation was re- 
latively scarce and rigging 


attempts were infinitely fewer. 

The turnout was higher than 
expected and few candidates 
complained they had lost un- 
fairly. 

Suddenly, editorial writers 
and columnists who had pillor- 
ied Mr. Seshan during highly 
public battles with a govern- 
ment trying to curb his powers; 
and opposition parties that 
once tned to unpeach him, 
found him worthy of praise. 

Mr. Seshan told Reuters be 
had not wanted a job he 
thought was dull when he was 
appointed chief election com- 
missioner in December 1990 to 
preside over an electorate of. 
540 milli on. 

Now, still facing what he 
called “most seriously elabo- 
rate hostility from the central 
government*’ of Prime Muns- 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao, he 
shows no signs of leaving. 

He is embroiled in a battle 
with the government he has 
taken to the supreme court 
over whether or not he is 
autonomous, can punish cor- 
rupt election officials and 
choose the people he wants to 
supervise polls. 

“If (the commission) is sub- 
servient, you can forget about 
free and far flwfini B and this ' 



country will become a banana 
republic,” he said. “I don't run 
from any field of battle.” 

Parts of India, especially the 
teeming north, are notorious 
for election abuses, often 
cheerfully admitted to in pri- 
vate by politicians who boast 
of stuffing ballot boxes, pre- 
venting people voting and 
provoking violence if they look 
like losing. 

Hundreds of people with cri- 
minal charges pending a gainct 
them have stood for office, 
. seeking power, money and in- 
fluence m a political system 
grown increasingly corrupt 
over the years. 

“A very large percentage (of 
politicians) is not free from 
sin,** as Mr. Seshan puts it. 

Mr. Seshan said that when 
he took over the commission 
he found a willingness among 
politicians to use all kinds c» 
measures to win elections, “so 
much so that anything goes." 

Local civil servants and 
police were committed, con- 
taminated and collusive — or 
at least too frightened to act 
against politicians who coukl 
nil their careers, he said. 

“Hie election commission 
has been guilty over the past 
15, 20 years of turning the 
other cheek,” he said. “One of 


the reasons I am extremely 
unpopular is I tell people I 
have only one cheek because 
my face is rounded like a foot- 
ball. 

“A large number of people 
had lost all faith in foe election 
system being vaguely free and 
far . People said only a mug 
would take part" 

Four of foe November elec- 
tions followed Mr. Rao's dis- 
missal of Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
state governments after foe 
destruction of a northern mos- 
que by Hindu zealots. 

The mosque’s destruction 
set oft nationwide violence in 
which more than 2,000 people 
were killed, most of them Mus- 
lim-.. Mr. Rao fired the govern- 
ments for not containing it and 
imposed federal rale. 

Mr. Seshan said the absence 
of a party in power that could 
manipulate the police and 
bureaucracy helped make foe 
elections peacenik 
But election observers had 
suggested the main reason was 


voters, candidates, foe civil 
service and police that the elec- 
tion commission meant busi- 
ness, that there was a referee 
prepared to blow the whistle,” 
he said. 
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Then a ploughman said. Speak to usoTYVork. 
And he answered saying: 


Youhpse been told that life is darkness, 

you echo what was said by the weary. 
tHfe is indeed darkness save when there is urge, 

11 urge is blind save when there is knowledge. 

knowledge is vain save when there is work, 
f Jr. work is empty save when there is love; 
“^^And when you work with love 
^frajjyou bind yourself to yourself, gf 

and to one another, ® 

fS and to God." 
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Most Asian stock markets 
surge in bullish sentiment 


3 - TOKYO (R) — Most Asian 
J.. stock markets posted steep 
earns Monday with Tokyo 
^r» boosted by export-oriented 
electricals amid a weak yen, 
brokers said. 

^ _ Share prices in Singapore, 
I * Taipei and Sydney surged on 
-^bullish sentiment. 

5; Hong Kong stocks closed 
3-* modestly higher as late bargain 

•i 1 hunting outweighed profit-tak- 
3-ing, brokers said. 
ij>. The blue chip Hang Seng 
-fj. index ended up 20.4$ points, 
lijor 0.20 per cent, to finish a 
volatile day at 10.24S.59. It 
opened firmer to touch a high 
.e?of 10,272 before institutional 
:£jprofit-taking dragged the index 
■* .down 126 points in early trade. 


Brokers said some overseas 
institutions were buying on 
weakness, although few took 
major new positions. 

In Taiwan, waves of buying 
from both foreign and domes- 
tic players propelled share 
prices to close at an eight- 
month high, while turnover 
also jumped to its highest level 
since March, brokers said. 

The index surged 178-23 
points to end at 4,929.81. 

Foreign interest in financials 
boosted late buying across the 
board. “Some people sold at 
mid-morning to take quick 
profits, but more people 
jumped in. The buying craze 
just cannot stop at this mo- 
ment.” said Albert Lin of Gol- 


• en Securities. 

In Singapore, share prices 
closed at a new high of 
2,245.27 for the third straight 
trading day on record turnov- 
er, driven by frenzied retail 
and institutional buying, brok- 
ers said- 

The index, up 24.87 points 
from Friday's closing high, 
compares with an all-time high 

of 2,262.58 set intra-day today. 

Bank shares and warrants 
were among key gainers while 
Malaysia's Genting BHD and 
Samanda Holdings also rose. 

In Australia, a record high 
on Wall Street coupled with 
rising metals prices underpin- 
ned demand for resources 
stocks and pushed the All 


Ordinaries index to close 9.6 
points up at 2,094.5. 

“It was a good day overall — 
continuing demand for 
heavyweight metal took the 
rest of the market up,” said a 
Hambros equities broker. 

Tokyo stocks closed up for a 
third straight trading day. with 
rallies in blue-chip electricals 
led by Sony Corp. lifting senti- 
ment despite an underlying 
mood of political uncertainty. 

The weaker yen also fuelled 
buying of electrical exporters. 

Japan's main share index 
Nikkei 225 average ended at 
17,327,33, up 69.80 from Fri- 
day with estimated 210 million 
share turnover. 


Russian election 
outcome may slow 
.economic reforms 


U.S. banks face busy 
1994 on Capitol Hill 


.-MOSCOW (R) — A strong 
■ showing for nationalists and 
communists in Russia's par- 
. li amentary election will make 
' it harder to pursue far-reaching 
.economic reforms, casting 
doubts over new Western 
financial aid. economists said 
. Monday. 

Mikhail Khazin. of the gov- 

• eminent's Centre for Econo- 
mic Reforms, said a parliament 
dominated by nationalists and 

1 conservatives would try to de- 
. rail financial stabilisation. 

; “We know their methods — 

> given money to everybody, 
L hampering structural changes, 
trying to preserve the military 
-complex in its present form,” 
7 he said. 

Av -But the economists said the 
apparent decision by voters to 
3 'approve a new constitution 
|3cswn up by President Boris 
| [Yeltsin would limit the damage 
J «be conservatives could do. 

| { j /‘Provided Yeltsin’s constitu- 
I Jdon is passed they will not be 
foible to do anything drastic. 

I but there will always be resist- 
g&rice,” Mr. Khazin said. 

IjSjMr. Yeltsin called the elec- 
I jQon in September, dissolving 
|jgje old legislature in an 
c attempt to break a deadlock 
^•Between conservatives and re- 
formers which had paralysed 
economic policy making for 
much of the year. 

• 'He later put forward a new 
•{constitution, giving himself 
i [sweeping new powers and 
'[limiting parliament's role. 

J ‘ But the president's hopes for 
}>;jmore supportive parliament 
•[faded like a mirage Monday. 
JjKrdmin officials said ultra- 
’ {nationalists and communists 
»; looked set to win twice as 
Slnmny seats in the new Russian 
J (parliament as reformist par-' 
lilies. 

The right-wing Liberal 
Democratic Party of Vladimir 
Zhirinovs ky was likely to be the 
..biggest single party in the new 
legislature, the officials said. 


Peanuts 
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The conservatives argue that 
funds must be provided to pre- 
vent economic collapse. Re- 
forms have been too painful 
and Russia’s impoverished 
population has suffered too 
much, they say. 

But Deputy Prime Minister 
Boris Fyodorov, one of the key 
architects of Russia's reform 
plans, said he had no intention 
of allowing the reforms to 
slow. 

“We shall not turn back,” he 
told the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. “At least I will 
not slow down.” 

Mr. Fyodorov admitted it 
would be hard for the govern- 
ment to work with the new 
legislature, but said the new 
parliament would probably still 
have more reformers than the 
old one. 

“Here at least there will be 
dozens of people with dearly 
stated aims,” he said. 

A Western economist said it 
would be hard to keep reforms 
on track if parliament opposed 
every government move. If in- 
flation rose sharply nexLyear it- 
was bard to imagine Western 
aid agencies stepping in with 
new financial help. 

“The government is going to 
face the temptation to back 
down if the going gets tough,” 
he said. “That has always been 
die case but it is going to get 
even stronger now.” 

Bnt economists agreed that 
the structural changes intro- 
duced in the two years since 
Russian reforms got under way 
were unlikely to be reversed. 

“We have seen a lot of 
changes in the last two years — 
free prices for just about every- 
thing, the convertibility of the 
rouble, a floating central bank 
refinancing rate, widespread 
privatisation,” the Western 
analyst said. “Not even Zhir- 
inovsky wants to renationalise 
property. I do not think those 
structural changes are seriously 
at risk." 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. banking industry, after 
getting scant attention from 
- Congress in 1993, faces a rash 
of legislation in 1994 as well as 
new regulations that could 
chart its fate for years. 

Lawmakers and the White 
House want to create a single 
bank regulator. Moves also are 
afoot to permit banks to oper- 
ate branches across state lines, 
and some lawmakers are likely 
to try and use that bill to curb 
banks' power to sell insurance. 

The banks also must con- 
front bills and proposed reg- 
ulations governing their lend- 
ing and services in poorer com- 
munities. 

’There’s a full, meaningful 
legislative plate that will affect 
every consumer and every 
banker,” said Kenneth Guen- 
ther of the Independent Bank- 
ers Association of America 
(IBAA), which represents 
small-town banks. 

Said Daniel Smith, chairman 
of First of America Bank Corp 
of Kalamazoo, Michigan, and 
president of the American 
Bankers Association:- -‘We’re 
-headed for -a kmd of bumper 
year as far -as banking legisla- 
tion is concerned.” 

This all comes as the indus- 
try is racking up its best earn- 
ings year ever and the outlook 
for 1994 is good. 

Next year also could prove 
to be the most important year 
in Washington for banks since 
1991 when Congress passed 
landmark legislation meant to 
provide an early warning signal 
of problem banks and prevent 
a disaster tike that whidi befell 
savings and loan institutions. 

En 1993 only one big bill was 
passed: Congress agreed, after 
month of arguing and with 
strings attached, to provide up 
to $26.3 billion to wind up the 
savings and loan bailout. 

Among the top items for 
1994 is the White House plan 
to merge the regulatory duties 
of the four federal bank regula- 
tors into an “independent” 


federal banking commission. 

Although similar efforts 
have failed in the past, legisla- 
tion this time is given better 
odds of passage. 

The senior Democrat and 
Republican on the Senate 
Banking Committee support 
the move, as does the Demo- 
cratic chairman of the House 
Banking Committee. Backers 
argue the plan would cut 
banks’ costs and make the 
banking system more efficient. 

Not so, says the powerful 
Federal Reserve central bank, 
it warns it needs a “hands-on” 
role in supervising banks to 
ensure a stable financial system 
and carry out its role of in- 
fluencing interest rates. 

Also, the senior Republican 
on the House Banking Com- 
mittee frets the idea would put 
too much power in one agency 
and would risk injecting poli- 
tics into bank regulation. 

The banking industry has 
given the plan mixed reviews. 

Another key legislative bat- 
tle is likely to occur over allow- 
ing b anks to operate branches 
across state tines.. The White 
Hence backs the plan but has. 
baulked at a move in the Sen- 
ate to use the legislation as a 
vehicle to restrict banks' ability 
to sell insurance. 

Many bankers welcome in- 
terstate branching bnt flatly 
oppose any curbs on their in- 
surance powers. 

Other pieces of legislation 
would provide $382 million in 
seed money for community de- 
velopment institutions that 
lend to poor areas, and would 
impose tougher requirements 
on firms that compile data on 
consumers' credit records. 

What’s more, bank regula- 
tors have just proposed rules to 
get banks to make more loans 
in low-income communities. 

Meanwhile, banks are heal- 
thy. They have better quality 
loans on their books ana have 
.disposed of bad ones. They 
also have capitalised on low 
interest rates paid to deposi- 
tors. 
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Economists fear Japan’s 
worst post-war recession 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
mighty economy is likely to 
record its worst performance in 
the post-war period this fiscal 
year even a hoped-for sti- 
mulative package would have a 
limited impact on growth next 
year, economists have said. 

“There is a fear of a second 
year of minus growth and that 
this recession will turn into the 
worst recession in the post-war 
period," said a repoit by NLI 
Research Institute. 

Private economists as well as 
businessmen say Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa’s most 
urgent task is to formulate a 
stimulative economic package 
including income tax cuts, de- 
regulation and steps to boost 


Opposition party stalling in expected to fall between i 03 
parliament has also delayed per cent and 1.1 per ant 

passage of a supplementary 1993/94, according to pnvate 

budget needed to fund a economic researchers.,, 

economic bailout Economists earlier said th y 


property market liquidity. 

Hopes that such a package 
would be unveiled last week 


were dashed when the Hosoka- 
wa’s coalition ran into trouble 
over its pending decision on 
whether to open the nation's 
closed rice market to help 
world trade talks succeed by 
Dec. 15. 


September economic bailout 
package worth six trillion yeu 
($55.5 billion). 

The lower house passed the 
extra budget Weduesday but 
the bill is now being debated m 
the upper house- 

Cabinet Secretary 
Masayoshi Takeroura told a 
business lunch Thursday that 
the government planned to un- 
veil its policy on income tax 
cuts after parliament adopts 
the supplementry budget, 
probably in the next few days. 

Economists already expect 
the economy to contract in the 
business year ro March 1994, 
underperforming the zero 
growth posted in 1974/75 when 
the economy reeled from high 
oil prices. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) — total output of goods 
and services less net invest- 
ment income from abroad — is 


Think-tank floats ideas for 
post-apartheid South 
African economy 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
think-tank linked to South 
Africa's ANC has unveiled 
proposals to revive the post- 
apartheid economy, focusing 
or jobs, housing and other so- 
da! backlogs, and calling for a 
minimum wage. 

The Macroeconomic Re- 
search Group said the state 
would play a key role in its 
strategy for the next decade, 
adding: “In future the state 
will stimulate the economy." 

The think-tank was formed 
by agreement among the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC), 
its allied trade union federa- 
tion COSATU and five black 
or liberal local universities. 

It said its strategy would 
help the economy, stunted by 
four years of recession, to grow 
steadily from 1.1 per cent in 
1994 to nearly five per cent 
annually within the first years 
of tiie next century. 

The economy, following its 
longest recession on record, is 
expected to have grown only 
one per ant in 1993 after 
shrinking 2.1 per ant in 1992. 

The research group stressed 
a need to create jobs, improve 
the skills of the employed, 
improve access to and quality 
of health, education, housing 
afid electridty, set a minimum 
wage and enhance the lot of 
the rural poor. 

It proposed that state spend- 
ing on sodal needs such as 
housing, education, health and 
job creation sbould, using 1985 
currency values as a ben- 
chmark, nearly double from 14 
billion rand ($4.2 billion) in 
1992 to 26 billion ($7.9 billion) 
in 2004. 

It said its strategy would add 
2.5 million jobs between 1992 
and 2004. “The key to over- 


people a year. 
Tne model pr 


The model proposed a mini- 
mum wage of 400 rand ($130) a 
month, double what it esti- 
mated to be the average wage 
for female farm workers and 
domestic servants who make 
up more than one-tenth of the 
workforce. 

The think-tank called its 
overall strategy, designed to 
also produce macroeconomic 
balance, achievable and 
affordable, saying it would in- 
.duifc prudent fiscal, monetary 
and balana of payments goals. 
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‘Stanley, are you whispering sweet 
nothings in my ear...or is 
that snoring ?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
it by Henri Arnold and Hike Arglrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to Form 
tour Ordinary words. 


REXET 


KROPE 


VESSUR 


TENNIT 


Answer here: 


i 


' 1 


WHAT COWBO/e PO 
ON THE RANGE, 
i — J 

Now arrange tne circled letters to 
form the surpnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: hasty final barrow plague 

Answer. The I ary workers ptelerrod these shoes - 
■LOAF-ERS - 


expea GDP data to show a 
decline of 2.5-3 per ant on an 
annualised basis in the July- 
September period. That would 
be the second consecutive 
quarterly decline. 

To cope with this, econom- 
ists saia policymakers, must 
combine another cut in the 
official discount rate, already 
at an historic low of 1.75 per 
ant, with other measures. 

These would include large- 


OPEC 
rules out 

cut in oil 
output 

MUSCAT (AFP) — OPEC 
does not plan to cut oil produc- 
tion, OPEC President Abdal- 
lah Ibn Hamad A1 Atteyya said 
Monday in Oman, where he 
held talks aimed at stabilising 
oil prices. 

“There is no clear plan to 
reduce OPEC’s production 
ceitine?,” said sheikh Atteyya, 
the Qatari eneTgy minister. 


re is no clear plan to 
reduce OPEC’s production 
ceilings,” said sheikh Atteyya, 


“One cannot contemplate 
asking OPEC to reduce pro- 
duction while others are pro- 


coming the (economic) crisis is 
job creation,” its coordinator 
Vella Piliay said. 

He presented the model, cal- 
led making democracy work: 
A new economic policy for 
South Africa, to African 
National Congress (ANC) eco- 
nomic chief Trevor Manuel. 

Mr. Manuel said the propos- 
als did not represent ANC 
policy but would rank among 
policy options open to the 
movement, which is widely ex- 
pected to dominate an interim 

g overnment after the country's 
rst all-race elections in April. 
He noted however that the 
model's authors had been part 
of the broad anti-apartheid 
movement and that “sizeable 
chunks” of it were produced by 
economists who were . ANC, 
members. ‘ ~ • 

The proposals aim to-pro- ‘ 
dure 300,000 jobs a year, fol- 
lowing a decade in which no 
new jobs were created and 
which pushed up the jobless 
rate to 30 per ant of the 
labour force. 

A public works programme 
to build infrastructure such as 
schools, clinics, water systems 
and mads would be developed 
to train and employ 100,000 


scale income tax cuts, dereg- duction while others are pro- 
bation. moves to increase fi- during surplus crude. 

quidity of the property market, Sheikh Atteyya and his 

steps to help banks write off Omani counterpart Said A1 
baa loans, and a stimulative Shanfari decided to contact 

budget for 1994/95. producer countries outside tire 

“For the BOJ (Bank of Organiwtion pfPeffoteira Ex- 
Japan) to cut the discount rate porting Countries (OPEC) m 
in tandem with government an effort to stem the fall m oil 

measures such as income tax prices. 

cuts is fully possible as tire Norway has already been 
timing of aneffective monetary approached. Sheikh Atteyya 
policy.” said Yoshio Suzuki, said. 

chief counsellor at Nomura The 12 - nation group has 
Research Institute Ltd. blamed non-OPEC exporters 

While pressure cm the BOJ for the pria decline and urged 
to aa if politicians dither could them to cut output, 

rise, a rate cut in isolation Oman is the coonSwator of 
would have only limited im- the Independent Petroleum 

part, economists said. Exporting Countries (IPEC). 

“Even a 0.5 percentage It played a key role m ham- 

point rate cut would only boot mering out an histone agrc e- 

etoss domestic product (GDP) ment between OPEC _ and 

§y o 1 per cent ” said Tatsuo IPEC in the mid-1980s to joint- 

Y amain ura, chief economist at ly cut production to prop up 
NLI Research Institute. “It prices after they collapsed to 

would help to reduce corpora- nearly $10 due to a production 

tions* interest burden but to be war. 

effective, must be part of a . J “ l ^ 8 ? te . 0 " t P“ t “ real S: 
stimulative package- ’ tic, OFeC decided last mouth 

Still, even a comprehensive to naintian its ailing of 24.52 

package might do no more million barrels per day (b/d) 

than boost GDP growth by at and called on other producers, 

best 1.3 per ant, according to especially Britain and Norway, 

a private think rank forecast. to lower output. 

At worst, GDP could fall Pncw have dipped nearly $7 
again in 1994/95 by 0.4 per below OPEC s target of $21 a 

cent, according to a report by barrel and by more than 20 per 

Nomura Research Institute. ant from their level in April. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 14, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


.GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
you don't stick with proven 
methods your pending plans with 
others may backfire. You must 
forget emotions where practical 
affairs are concerned. Be patient 
with a family tie that is having a 
problem. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider well how to better 
handle correspondence and out- 
side routines after which you wQ! 
be able to get your home in 
perfect working order. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Arrange whatever has to do with 
transportation interests in the 
morning then you will be able to 
have happiness at home with 
members of your own dan. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Go after ways to make more 
income ana increase your 
goodies in life early while later 
you can be off to see and enjoy 
humorous, delightful contacts. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have every sort of 
chance to uncover information 
formerly unavailable to you after 
which push forward to gain your 
personal longings. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Consult with good friends for 
what they win do to aid your 
progress, then you can have a 
wonderful time in private with 
your intimate companion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Whatever you have in 
mind of a worldly nature can be 


planned with care now, then you 
can turn your attention td your 
more subjective interests. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Look at what you are 
doing of a civic or career nature 
and improve as mud) as possible, 
then go after benefits held up 
from you before this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21} Look at where 
you stand in business in a more 
organised fashion, then you will 
be able to be off to interesting, 
fascinating persons and places. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You can reach 
an understanding with partners 
that cover all phases of your 
activities, then you wQl nave 
enthusiasm to carry through with 
promises made. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You see many ways 
you can improve the tasks you 
have agreed to do in the morning 
after whidi get off with partners 
and associates to new ventures. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You see how to be 
more happy and satisifed with 
pleasures and hobbies early 
while later you can get your teeth 
into fascinating tasks, finish 
them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A more well rounded success 
at home can be envisioned by 
you early while later you can 
take your family out to some 
amusements to get their 
approval 


THE Daily Crossword * m**, 


ACROSS 
1 Samoan capital 
5 Curves 
10 Recipe afcbr. 

14 KlTKi Ol Skp 

15 Singer Lanya 

16 — regta 

17 Mathematical 
term 

19 Ladder part 

20 Continent; aObr. 

21 Singer Burt 

22 Search for food 
24 Governing body 
26 Man from Tulsa 
28 Bffl of tare 

30 Wise 
33 Reads 
studiously 

38 Clubs and 
hearts 

38-— the 
ramparts..." 

39 Augury 

40 Abraham’s wile 

41 — B’ntfi 
*2 Ftris 

43 Sphere of action 

44 Track events 

45 North wind 
47 Cox. sub). 

49 Ream parts 
51 Make rigidly 
conventional 
55 Nut confection 
57 Egyptian god 

59 Goddess: LaL 

60 "To — . and a 
bone" 

61 Substantial 
repast 

64 Reveal 

65 East wind 

66 Onent 

67 Wmier vehicle 

68 Preference 
60 Movie dog 

DOWN 

1 Vaulted church 

pans 

2 Resentment 

3 Entomb 

4 Alias letters 

5 Footbafl team 

6 Irate 

7 Giaaal term 





6 DDEs 
command 
9 Present 

10 — and 
feathered 

11 Back to — (try 
again) 

lasfegh 

13 Wise one 

16 Liturgns 

23 Responsibility 

25 Wore of 
approval 

27 Narcotic 

20 Operative 

31 Without 
water 

32 Speaker 

33 Frost work 

34 Stadium 

35 Site of Lenin's 
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Moroccan airline 
makes $10.6m profit 

RABAT t-R) — Morocco's Royal Air Manx (RAM) made a 
profit last tear i»f 102.3 million dirhams ($10.6 million), 
making it one of the few profitable airlines in Africa. 

Turnover in IW rose 24.32 per cent to 4.391 million 
dirhams ($457 million). RAM said in its annual report. 

Although the company boosted its fleet with the acquisition 
of tour new airliners and increased flying hours by 11.9 per 
cent, the fuel bill fell 1 .9 per cent thank's to an average 14.4 per 
cent drop in the price of kerosene. 
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Cairo Amman Bank 


US. Dollar in International Markets 
Cairene) 

II 

Sterling Pound 
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Seissi Franc 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange 
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Bahraini Dinar 
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Saudi Ki>al 
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I’AE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 
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Rate Bulletin 
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Official urges spending cuts 

Iran’s rival drops to new lows 


^ -• .! j* 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s riyal, 
hit by the fail in oil prices, 
dropped to new lows against 
the dollar Monday and a pres- 
idential adviser said some de- 
velopment projects should be 
stopped immediately to save 
foreign currency - 

“The situation is alarming 
but not out of control,” Morte- 
za Alvin, an .adviser to Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, said in an interview pub- 
lished in Tehran Times -news- 
paper Monday. 

The dollar soared to 2.160 
riyals in the open market in 
Tehran and 2,100 riyals 
abroad, between 80 and 100 
riyals higher than Sunday's 
rates, dealers said. 

The central bank quoted die 
dollar at 1 ,770/1 ,772 riyals, 
raising it by 10 riyals for th‘e 
fifth consecutive business day. 

Mr. Alviri, a former deputy 
chief of planning, said Iran 


should slash expenditures and 
look for new sources of hard 
cash. 

"Unjustified development 
projects” such as some plan- 
ned power stations should be 
stopped immediately and the 
government should curb pil- 
grimage trips to Saudi Arabia 
and Syria, he said. 

Iran has been earning about 
85 per cent of its hard cash in 
recent years from the sale of 
crude oil. a commodity whose 
price has fallen by one-third 
over the past year. 

'Officials say Iran is already 
$8 billion in arrears in its fore- 
ign debt, nearly half its 
budgeted oil revenue of $16.5 
billion for the Iranian year 
started March 21. 

Mr. Alviri said there were 
several proposals for shoring 
up the riyal, including one to 
~ m a multi-tier system 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

... P4CJUNG. AJR FREIGHT 
FORBMRDMG, DOOft-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AMO. RESERVATIONS. 

AftylN KAWAR Jt SONS 

tWTEL 604^76 6Q4696 ^ 

VvS>*w POBOX 7806 


Only 


Many..fumished ancj 
| unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Estate 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 81052ft 


• .vf Restaurant 

•Open air terrace. 

* Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUIHBfllC CKNESE'CUBME 


Elegant 

ColorfiJ 

Atmosphere 

Moderate 
Prices , 

a 

Shmeiscxn 1 
Tel 660250 
open daBy 


‘homely and intimate* 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 6305 72 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia?) Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight ‘ y 


MNcGdoCoBarfa 
SELECT HOTEL 
' J&QeiA / 


One visit will make you 
a steady , we beHerefl! 
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LO NDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying Md «Uing rates i for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at nudsewion 
on th/London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday - 1 


setting different exchange rates 
for expenditures of different 
priority. 

“I'm not in favour of intro- 
ducing the multi-rate system... 
as it will again bring financial 
corruption ” he said. 

A three-rate system was 
abolished for most of the eco- 
nomy in March under free- 
market reforms pushed by Raf- 
sanjani's government to revive 
Iran’s centTalised, war-ravaged 
economy. 

Since then, the riyal’s bank 
rate has dropped 13 per cent 
against the dollar. 

Tehran’s Jomhuri Estami 
newspaper said the dollar's rise 
had led to a jump in the price 
of imports and was filtering 
through to goods produced by 
Iran’s import-dependent indus-. 
tries. 

It said central bank actions 
in the currency market were 


confused, making it difficult 
for producers in both the pub- 
lic and private sectors to decide 
whether to import machinery 
and material now or wait for 
the riyal to lift from its record 
lows. 

Responding to similar critic- 
ism, central bank deputy gov- 
ernor Ibrahim Sheibam said 
the exchange rate was deter- 
mined by supply and demand 
and could not be fixed by 
decree. 

“In 1976 we had about $24 

billion in foreign exchange re- 
venue and a money supply of 
'1.6 trillion riyals. Now the 
money supply is 40 trillion 
riyals and revenue about $14 
billion or $15 billion,” he told 
Kayhan newspaper. 

“One could not predict even 
the foil in international oil 
prices •. r — which we had 
assumed at $16.50 (per barrel) 
and is now $13,” he said. 




The French Cultural Center 
and Goethe-Institvit 


present 
the film 


"NOSFERATU" 

with live musical accompaniment 
by the French pianist 
** Jean - Marie SENIA ** 

- On Thursday 16 December 1993 at 8 pja 
at the Royal Cultural Center. 

• Tickets for JD 2 each are available at : 

■\ - The Royal Cultural Center, TeL 669026 

- The French Cultural Center, Tel. 637009 

- Goethe-Institut, TeL 641993 







I - Chinese , Thai. Phlilfpino 
i Indonlslan & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
, World And Now' One In 

Amman. 

I - Live Classical MusJc. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00 - 3 : 30 p.m 
6:30- 1f:30pjn 
(7 days a week-) 


. Club Restaurant 
Uve. Piano 
Open Fridays 


Open daBy for 
inch & dnner 

Jabal Al Hussain 
Mnstry o( Trade 
&- Industrial HA 


! nd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opposite French loaf 

Tel- 653482 


he b * * re 

1 * 0 . 

1 1 ' •> Authentic 

% Chinesa disfes, 

^ t M. -t if- bomaUffeatre- 

- V gional cuis'ine 

styles at China. 
5 V*'; P rtpwtd by ow 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Rtitiurint 


• ■ J 

V • N N, / 

■ Destaurant & Tbpaa 
Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 

STUDIO HAIG 

Profcssjonal Quality in 
■1 Hour Service 
Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
•tom 30% larger 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AJR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
. AMMAN -JORDAN 


W ! 


Jrench C^uLiine 

Lunch & pinner 
7 days a week 

. Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Naar' Babish 
AmmarvJofdan 


Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style 


SZECHWAN SARBENS 
BNINESE RESTAURANT 





I Of** U-J0-33B*6a-ISdm#~\ 

Takm away Is available 

SM AMmb Sensef 
Um U hOm tt Commerc ia l Carte 

-face Tasted hkmys Leted-j 


T HE 

ATUOSffiERE 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take amrmy bwHabli 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7$0 — Midnight 

TeL638969 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches. 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
-DISCOTHEQUE 

Open ai|tfy Froa MO PJi to SM All 
Pmgr— WyFroB4JOPJIIp3JOAJI 

TwWayClOBad 

Td: 68521 1 Fax: 617779 
Middle Bait Hotel - Shrm-Saam 


The First Chat Hotel la 
Amman tfutt has a 
Kitchenette in every room-J 
- “Satellite T.V. Receptfon" 


Daily Lunch 
Setf TJCcsttt' 



Parole 

- |orrJjrt S«pcnr;.rke: HI DO | 
' ru;f!,;,,r ' Tel: 824677 


From eolargm- 
mt 20 x 30 cm 


Shzneisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Amman • Tel. 668193 
P O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Idea! Residence For 
Expatriatesjmd 
Businessmen 


SI Restaurant WitH 
faftrtisticftmbiance 


Valentino 

■ RESTAURANT 


OmKITE THE BUG! EMBASSY m.K4» 


|| Soft Be Alcoholic Drinks. | 
Take-Away Service Jj f 

Sbmtioaiii Ipr 

— -X Tel <»K067n • 

. A . . 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons- . 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm ■ 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Happy Hour 

At 

1 l \ / 

V V 

f'rr/nt 6 <V pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 
Co u pies 0 1 1 ly 

/ > 7i-ti.\r cttll fur rrxrrvatitms 
Tvl 6 H'M, 7112 - (, (, (>14t> 
,SVi7/N (.V(H(/-A'('.v/ t<r 
■Sig/tr Sound 


Ktiv. exotic 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3287/97 

1.6956/66 

1.9005/15 

1.4578/88 

35.57/61 

5.8118/68 

1681.1/2.6 

108.93/03 

8.3760/60 

7.3710/60 

6.6490/40 

$1.4940/50 

$387.00/387.50 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 




KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL KISKAM IN^RNATTOnTl TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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Muslim town in Bosnia comes 
under heavy Serb, Croat attack 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — A 
Muslim-held town in central 
Bosnia was under heavy attack 
by .combined Serb and Croat 
forces, Bosnian Radio re- 
ported Monday. 

TTie radio also reported 
plashes between the Muslim- 
led government army and Bos- 
nian Groat (HVO) forces in 
Gomji Vakur and Jablanica in 
the south of the former Yogus- 
lav republic. 

The radio said the town 
under attack by Serb and Croat 
forcps was Olovo. 

Muslims had gained territoiy 
in eastern Bosnia around 
Teocek. a strategic village con- 
trolling the route to the Mus- 
lim stronghold of Tuzla. said 
the .radio. 

In the besieged Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo, there were 
loud explosions during the 
night, though it was not im- 
mediately clear who was re- 
sponsible. 

On Sunday Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
threatened massive retaliation 
against the Muslims if they 
persisted in what he called an 
offensive in the Sarajevo area. 


In a letter to international 
mediators Mr. Karadzic said 
the Muslim assault would pro- 
voke Serb reprisals that would 
lead to a “complete military 
defeat for the Muslims", the 
Yugoslav News Agency Tan- 
jug reported. 

Meanwhile. U.N. officials 
said Monday Serbs are deliber- 
ately hampering U.N. aid op- 
erations so only a fraction of 
the food and supplies needed 
by one million Muslim war 
victims is trickling through. 


(UNHCR), told reporters that 
the tonnage of supplies to east- 
ern Bosnia has steadily in- 
creased over the past few 
weeks but remained “way be- 
low requirements." 

Although 3,591 tonnes were 
delivered by road last week, up 
from 2,800 tonnes the previous 
week, "we're still stumbling 
along,” he said. 

He said the central ware- 
house in Zenica had “virtually 
scraps," estimating the sup- 
plies would last only a few 
days. 


Mr. Wilkinson said even in 
Sarajevo, one of the best 
served aid areas, residents re- 
ceived less than 300 grams 
(10.5 ounces) of food a day, 
less than half of what an aver- 
age adult needs in winter. 

Ail sides — Bosnian Serbs, 
Croats and Muslim-led govern- 
ment troops — have been ac- 
cused during the course of the 
20-month-long war of hamper- 
ing the delivery of aid to rival 
ethnic groups. But the United 
Nations has most recently sing- 
led out the Serbs for the cras- 
sest interference. 

Among the most recent 
targets of Serb harassment was 
a UNHCR convoy to the east- 
ern Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde. The 13-truck convoy 
was rerouted to Tuzla after 
Bosnian Serbs Saturday re- 
fused to let them through to 
the 60,000 hard-pressed people 
there. 

Most in Gorazde lack adequ- 
ate food and shelter, and the 
town has seen only two aid 
convoys since Nov. 7. Serb 
forces surrounding the town 
have recently stepped up shell- 


ing — Bosnian Radio said 
more than 1,000 shells fell 
there Saturday, killing two 
people. 

Lt. Col. Bill Aikman. the 
Spokesman for U.N. 
peacekeepers, said the convoy 
turned away from Gorazde af- 
ter Bosnian Serb troops repe- 
atedly searched the trucks, 
stealing food and personal 
posessions. 

“The attitude of the local 
Serbs was unacceptable.” he 
said. 

And a Canadian resupply 
mission to Srebrenica in north- 
eastern Bosnia was fired on Fri- 
day. first by mortars then by 
tanks, said Col. Aikman. 
adding “only Serbs have tanks 
in that area.” 

On Sunday, U.N. aid con- 
voys reached the government- 
held dries of Tuzla and Srebre- 
nica. And a third line of tracks 
reached the edge of Sarajevo, 
ready to unload 78 tonnes of 
food, possibly Monday. 
However the Sarajevo convoy 
left behind a shipment of fuel 
oil after Serb authorities in 
Belgrade to cut the amount 
allowed in. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kazakhstan ratifies nuclear pact 

ALMA-ATA (R) — Parliament in the former Soviet Republic 
of Kazakhstan ratified the nudear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), a spokesman for the Parliamentary Press Service said. 
Kazakhstan announced the move shortly after U.S. Vice- 
President At Gore arrived on a visit during which he was 
expected to sign an agreement on dismantling Kazakhstan's 
nudear arsenal, which indudes 104 SS-18 intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. The spokesman said Kazakhstan would join 
the pact as a non-nuclear state but had no other details. The 
decision fulfilled a promise by Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev who earlier said his parliament would ratify the 
NPT by the end of this year. The NPT aims to prevent the 
spread of nuclear technology to non-nuclear countries, barring 
them from owning or developing nuclear weapons and placing 
civil nudear sites under international control. 

India quake claimed 7,601 lives 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The massive earthquake which 
racked western India in September left 7,601 people dead and 
15.846 injured, according to a revised official toll released 
Monday. Agriculture Minister Bairam Jakhar told the lower 
house of parliament that the Sept. 30 quake, which measured . 
6:5 degrees on the Richter Scale, Battened 19,000 bouses and 
partially damaged 217,000 other structures. Initial reports had 
pOt the death toil as high as 30,000. This was later revised to 
around 10,000. but exact figures were not released until 
Monday. Mr. Jakhar said the government was negotiating for 
a £333,000 grant from the World Bank for the rehabilitation of 
tfye victims. 

Top U.S. official arrives in Vietnam 

HANOI (R) — Assistant U.S. Secretary of State Winston 
Lord arrived in Vietnam Monday to review progress in 
accounting for American servicemen listed as missing-in- 
action (MIA) and hold talks with officials. He flew from 
Phnom Penh, where he said earlier Monday that bringing 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas into the Cambodian government 
could hinder future American assistance. In Hanoi Mr. Lord, 
the most senior State Department official to visit Vietnam, 
was to attend a military ceremony at Noi Bai Airport to send 
back MIA remains found during recent searches for analysis at 
U.S. forensic laboratories. Mr. Lord is also due to observe a 
meeting Wednesday of U.S.-Lao and U.S.-Vietnamese teams 
investigating MIA cases on the Vietnam-Laos border. The 
United States is trying, with Vietnamese help, to determine 
the fare of 2,248 Vietnam War MIAs in Indochina, J .648 of 
tfiem in Vietnam. President Bill Clinton has said “tangible 
results” on the issue are needed before he will take fresh 
action to improve relations with Hanoi. 

Shuttle returns to earth 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (R) — Seven aslrunauts 
returned to Earth on the Endeavour space shuttle Monday 
after a mission to fix the Hubble space telescope and revive 
NASA's sagging fortunes, and NASA officials proclaimed 
success on both counts. With commander Dick Covey at the 
controls, the winged ship announced its presence with a 
double sonic boom, (hen swooped out of tne darkness and 
glided to a touchdown without lights or power of its own at 
1225 a.m. EST (0525 GMT). NASA said the crew defied the 
odds to complete a grueling series of five spacewalks to 
remodel the troubled Hubble telescope during the 1 1-day, 4.4 
million mile (seven million km) journey. "We’re back," 
commander Covey announced afer the Shuttle rolled to a stop 
in the glare of runway lights at the Kennedy Space Centre on 
Florida's Atlantic coast. “Thank you for the flawless flight,” 
shuttle communicator Ken Cockrell radioed from Mission 
Control in Houston. “We look forward to using (Hubble), 
thanks to your work, to see further into our universe than ever 
before. Welcome home." Stoiy Mushgrave, Jeff Hoffman, 
Tom Akers and Kathy Thornton spent a total of 35 hours and 
28 minutes — a world record — installing, devices to correct 
rahnufacturing flaws on the S3 billion observatory. Besides 
rehabilitating the telescope, NASA hoped the 11-day mission 
would rejuvenate its sag g ing reputation and demonstrate the 
astronauts true ability to build and maintain another huge 
satellite — a future space station. 

20 killed in India bridge collapse 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — At least 20 construction workers were 
killed and many others injured when a bridge they were 
building collapsed in the northern Indian state of Himachal 
Pradesh, reports said Monday. The partially-built bridge, near 
a major hydroelectric project, caved in Sunday, killing at least 
20 people and injuring others, newspapers said. Forty builders 
were at the site at the time. Stale officials said they had 
recovered 16 bodies from the debris and rescued six workers. 
Some of the missing people are feared to have been washed 
away bv the waters of the fast-flowing Siul River, they said. 
Others' could be trapped under rubble in the 100-foot 
(30-metre) deep gorge, officials added. 

Fire kills 3 in Austria 

VIENNA (R) — Three people were killed and 14 injured 
when fire broke out early Monday in an apartment building 
occupied mainly by foreigners int he southern Austrian city of 
Graz, police told Austrian Radio. Two of the dead were 
believed to be Turkish men and the third an Austrian woman. 
Graz police chief Karl Mueller said he thought the blaze had 
been started accidentally by a vagrant who often took refuge in 
the building’s basement. There was no evidence of arson, but 
the fire occurred at a sensitive time in Austria, just after a 
series of letter bombs was sent by suspected right-wing 
extremists to public figures sympathetic to foreign refugees. 


Taiwan might send back all hijackers’ 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan might sent back all Chinese 


Monday. 


government 


considering returning all 12 hijackers to China after talks on 
the issueTSaturday between the Straits Exchange Foundation 
(SEF) and its mainland counterpart the Association for 
Relations Across the Taiwan Strait (ARATS). Beijing and 
Taipei, annoyed by repeated hijackings of Chinese airliners to 
Taiwan by mainlanders, are attempting to resolve the issue, 
which has become a new source of friction between the two. 
An unarmed Chinese man forced the pilot of a domestic flight 
carrying 100 passengers and crew to fly to Taiwan Sunday, 
marking the ninth such case since April and the second in four 
days. Shi Hwei-You, deputy secretary-general of SEF, said 
Sunday continued hijackings endangered aviation safety and 
hurt relations between China and Beijing. But be declined to 
comment Monday on whether Taiwan will send back all 
hijakers after the SEF- ARATS talks, scheduled to take place 
in Taipei from Dec. 18 to Dec. 23. 


Sri Lanka army chief to quit 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka's army commander has con- 
firmed that he will resign to take responsibility for the army's 
worst defeat by Tamil separatist rebels, ; “I decided to quit my 
post afteT taking sole responsibility for the Nov. 11 security 
forces debacle at Pooneryn," General Cedi Waidyaratne said 
in comments reported in Monday's Island newspaper. Gen. 
Waidyaratne would retire by the end of the month and be 
replaced by the army’s chief of staff and northern commander, 
Major-General Geny De Silva, the president’s office said. 
Gen. Waidyaratne was originally due to retire in May this year 
but was given a one-year extension. More than 600 soldiers 
and sailors were killed or are still missing after a T amil rebel 
attack on the Pooneryn Camp on the edge of Jaffna Lagoon in 
northern Sri Lanka. It was the government’s biggest loss in the 
10-year-old war against Liberation Tigers orTamil Eelam 


10-year-old war against Liberation Tigers or Tamil Eelam 
guerrillas, fighting tor a homeland in the north and the east for 
minority Tamils. Gen. Waidyaratne was criticised for this and 


fighting f 
amils. G 


or a homeland in the north and the east for 


another disastrous army offensive against the rebels in 
September and had been under pressure to quit. 

Okinawa wants cut in U.S. forces 

TOKYO (AFP) — Okinawa Governor Masahide Ota deman- 
ded Monday that the United States reduce its military 
presence in the southern Japanese prefecture. An estimated 
400,000 U.S. soldiers and dependents are stationed in Okina- 
wa, which was r etumed by the United States to Japan in 1972. 
Mr. Ota told reporters here that the United States first said it 
needed forces of its own stationed in Okinawa to contain the 
spread of communism and then said the forces were needed to 
maintain peace and stability in the Far East. After the end of 
the cold war. the United States maintained that the U.S. 
forces in Okinawa were necessary to help settle regional 
conflicts int be region," Mr. Ota said. The governor said 
people in his prefecture “feel that this kind of propaganda 
thing is not real. They (the U.S. forces) do not have any fear 
that any other country is going to attack Okinawa," he said. 

Manila restoring death penalty 

MANILA (AFP) — Philippine President Fidel Ramos Mon- 
day signed into law a controversial bill restoring the death 
penalty for “heinous crimes" ranging from murder and 
kidnapping to large-scale corruption and treason. The law, 
expected to be challenged before the Supreme Court by 
opposition congressmen, amends a landmark provision in the 
literal 19S7 constitution abolishing capital punishment. “In 
re-examining this provision of our constitution, we do nor 
reject its spirit," Mr. Ramos, a former armed forces chief who 
called on Congress last year to pass such a law, said after 
signing the act. “We only say that there are now compelling 
reasons for restoring capital punishment with respect to crimes 
which our people and our government consider so heinous or 
so inhuman that the ultimate penalty must be imposed," be 
added. Other crimes now punishable by death under specific 
circumstances include rape, piracy, armed robbery, arson, 
drug trafficking, and car theft. The law orders the government 
to carry out executions by electric chair until a gas chamber is 
constructed. 

16 civilians killed in Philippine attacks 

COTABATO, Philippines (AFP) — Sixteen civilians were 
killed and 14 others injured in two separate attacks by Muslim 
guerrillas and Communist insurgents in the southern Philip- 
pines Monday and Sunday, the military said. Muslim guerrillas 


ompany had received extortion letters from the 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the rival Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) last month, they added. But 
it was unclear which of the two groups was responsible for the 
ambush. The MNLF is currently engaged in a ceasefire and 
peace talks with the government to negotiate Muslim self-rule 
m the southern Philippines. Meanwhile, about 60 Communist 
New People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas opened fire on two 
houses outside Cagayan De Oro City late Sunday, Jailing 
seven members of two families, array divison chief Brigadier 
General Clemente Mariano told reporters. After strafing the 
homes, the guerrillas lined up those who were still alive and 
shot them. Brig. Mariano said, there were three wounded 
survivors in the attack, all members of one family. Some local 
military officers speculated it could have stemmed from the 
two families’ refusal to pay revolutionary taxes to the NPA. 


Vnny (NPA) guerrillas opened fire on two 
Cagayan De Oro City late Sunday, Jailing 
of two families, array divison chief Brigadier 



Rescue workers Monday dear away debris and search for 
victims in the ruins of an apartment block that collapsed in the 
outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (AFP photo) 

Signs of life found under 
collapsed Malaysian building 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Someone has signalled to res- 
cuers that be is alive in the 
rabble of a 12-storey limin' 
apartment building which col- 
lapsed Saturday, police said 
Monday. 

Tin still alive,” was the 
message scrawled on a piece of 
paper and attached to a line 
that was dropped into the de- 
bris. said Police Inspector 
General Hanif Omar. 

A French team with tracker 
dogs discovered the trapped 
individual within minutes after 
arriving to help in the search 
for some 54 people believed to 
be entombed in the building. 

Inspector Hanif said res- 
cuers dropped a line into the 
debris between the second and 
fourth floors of the building 
after the dogs, especially 
trained to smell human life, 
had found the trapped indi- . 
vidual..' • . ”77” ' j,| , .i 


No one has been rescued 
since an Indonesian woman 
and her baby and a Japanese 
woman were brought out of 
the rabble hours after the 
building — Kuala Lumpur's 
first luxury condominium when 
it was built in 1979 — toppled 
like a felled tree after being hit 
by a landslide. The Japanese 
woman later died. 

Hie French Civil Defence 


experts with two tracker dogs 
arrived at around 7 p.m. (1100 
GMT) and quickly found the 


survivor, witnesses said. 

Rescuers Monday found the 
body of a woman and evidence 
of a children's party in the 
collapsed Kuala Lumpur apart- 
ment. 

The find came as the Friends 
Of the Earth environmentalists 
blamed indiscriminate tree fell- 
ing behind the condominium 
complex -for the landslide . that 
brought .the building, dowyi,,.., 


U.K. urges IRA truce 
before peace agreement 


LONDON (R) — Britain 
Monday urged the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) to lay 
down its arms at once without 
waiting for London and Dublin 
to work out a peace agreement 
on Northern Ireland. 

“That doesn’t need to wait 
for a piece of paper. That 
should happen now/’ a British 
official said. 

He also said British. Prime 
Minister John Major and Irish 
leader Albert Reynolds would 
meet “definitely in London 
and definitely before Christ- 
mas" in search of a peace 
formula to end one of the 
world's longest-running guer- 
rilla conflicts. 

They are expected to tele- 
phone each other later Mon- 
day to work out a suitable 
time, the official said. 

The two leaders, eager to 
maintain the peace momentum 
and silence tne guns after 25 
years of conflict and more than 
3,000 deaths, met at an EC 
summit in Brussels last Friday 
where they both said more 
work was needed to conclude a 
peace agreement. 


The fatest appeal for the 
IRA to halt its campaign 
against Britain in Northern Ire- 
land came after the group kil- 
led two policemen in the pro- 
vince Sunday. 

Republican sources said the 
shootings were designed to 
show the IRA was not weary of 
conflict and could launch a new 
offensive early next year unless 
London clinches a peace deal. 

"This is to let them know 
that if the peace process fails 
foere could be an escalation of 
violence in the new year," one 
senior source dose to the IRA 
said. 

Violence continued un- 
abated on both sides of the 
sectarian divide. The Ulster 
Freedom Fighters, an out- 
lawed group fighting to keep 
Northern Ireland British, said 
it had killed a man because he 
was an alleged police informer. 
U made its accusation Monday 
after the man died in hospital. 

That brings the death toll to 
seven since Mr. Major and Mr. 
Reynolds met in Dublin on 
Dec. 3 to work on a formula 
for peace. 


Rebels 

boycott 

Angolan 

peace 

talks 

LUSAKA (R) — Angola’s re- 
bel UNITA movement Mon- 
day boycotted peace talks with 
the government after accusing 
it of attempting to kill UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbt in an air 
raid Saturday. 

UNITA spokesman Jorge 
Valentim told reporters his de- 
legation had boycotted a plen- 
ary session of the talks sche- 
duled for Monday morning in 
protest against the raid on a 
mass rally Mr. Savimbi was 
holding in the Angolan city of 
Cuito. 

"The attempt on our presi- 
dent’s life constitutes a serious 
setback to the talks. It is now a 
matter of life or death,” he 
said. 

Negotiators from the gov-, 
eminent and UNITA had 
reached a crucial stage in their 
montb-Iong negotiations to 
end the world’s bloodiest con- 
flict. 

“The bomb attack caused 
many deaths and injuries 
• among civilians and two of 
Savimbi’s bodyguards were 
seriously wounded,” the rebel 
statement said. "Savimbi 
escaped unhurt," it added. 

The raid occurred at the 
start of a critical fifth week of 
peace talks between UNITA 
(Union of the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola) and toe gov- 
ernment in the Zambian capit- 
al Lusaka to end nearly two 
decades of bitter civil war. 

The statement from UN- 
IT A ’s Political Commission 
described the raid as “another 
conspiracy against his (Savim- 
bi’s) life." It added: “This act 
of pure banditry by the MPLA 
clearly justifies the fear that 
UNITA members feel towards 
political cooperation with 
(Luanda).” 

Foreign diplomats monitor- 
ing the closed-door peace talks 
in Lusaka have said the two 
sides have agreed how to im- 
plement a ceasefire but were 
still haggling over how to share 
power once peace was res- 
tored! • 

.. Foreign diplomats, monitor- 
ing the talks said negotiators 
faced the most critical week 
that would decide whether 
Angola achieved peace after 
nearly two decades of warfare. 

"This is the final lap home, a 
make or break time, for the 
rival negotiators,” a Western 
diplomat commented. 

“The ceasefire and the 
formation of a new national 
army they have agreed will 
work only if the political equa- 
tion is in place.” 

The negotiators, meeting 
trader U.N. mediation, clin- 
ched the truce 10 days ago and 
last weekend agreed to estab- 
lish a new aimed forces com- 
posed of equal numbers from 
both sides. 

The date of the truce has not 
been announced because U.N. 
mediator Alioune Blondin 
Beye wants outstanding poli- 
tical issues resolved as well. 

The accords are part of a 
wide-ranging package needed 
to end a war that has raged for 
most of the past 18 years. The 
U.N. says the conflict is killing 
at least 1,000 people a day. 

On Monday the negotiators 
were due to tackle political 
demands from UNITA, chief 
among them that the rebels be 
given an equal number of gov- 
ernment ministerial posts. 


AspinrN JKorea not building new bombs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
There is no evidence North 
Korea is now’ building nuclear 
weapons but also no certainty 
they don't already have an 
atomic device, says Defence 
Secretary Lcs Asp'in. 

Mr. Aspin, appearing Sun- 
day on NBC's Meet The Press, 
also sought to dispel reports 
that war on the Korean penin- 
sula was imminent because of 
North Korea’s refusal to open 
its nuclear facilities to full in- 
spections. 

"The situation is dangerous 
but it is no more dangerous 
now than it was three months 
ago or five months ago or ID 
months ago." he said. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Aspin said 
that 2.5D0 of the S.20U Amer- 
ican troops in Somalia will be 
out of the country bv Christ- 
inas as part of President Bill 
Clinton's plan to withdraw all 
U.S. forces by March 31. Pen- 
tagon officials said about 1.000 
soldiers from the 10th Moun- 
tain Division out of Fort 
Drum. N.Y., will hegin head- 
ing home this week. 

Mr. Aspin also called his 
decision to deny a field request 
for more heavy armour in 
Somalia the biggest mistake of 
his tenure. Liter, IS American 
soldiers were killed - in u fire- 


fight partly because of rhe lack 
of heavy armour vehicles for 
support. 

Mr. Aspin said there is a 
“certain amount of uncertain- 
ty" about North Korea's nuc- 
lear programme that prevents 
ruling out “the possibility that 
they might, at this moment, 
possess a single nuclear de- 
vice." 

He referred to intelligence 
reports in 1989 that concluded 
that the North might have 
enough plutonium for one or 
two bombs. 

But Mr. Aspin said intelli- 
gence input "allows us to be 
comfortable that whatever 
happened in the past.. .the 
situation is not deteriorating 
now. They are not developing 
more plutonium in order to he 
able to make more nuclear 
bombs." 

Asked about recent com- 
ments by Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. Merrill McPeak that 
a pre-emptive strike aeainst 
North Korea's nuclear facilities 
would he difficult because of 
the North's military might and 
tears of radiation contamina- 
tion. Mr. Aspin said, "his 
view, I think, is clearlv the 
majority view in the’Pcn- 
tauun." 


He said keeping North 
Korea from obtaining nuclear 
weapons is the “clear policy" 
of the United States, but stres- 
sed that diplomatic solutions 
must be vigorously pursued 
before considering other op- 
tions. 

Mr. Clinton said Saturday he 
was "aggressively pursuing" 
negotiations on opening up 
North Korea's nudear facilities 
to inspection by the U.N.'s 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). Pyongyang 
has agreed to only limited in- 
specrions. an arrangement the 
IAEA and the United States 
say is unacceptable. 

Mr. Aspin said war would be 
“very very costly, particularly 
for civilians," with about 16 
million people, one-third of. 
the South Korean population. " 
living near the demilitarised 
zone separating the two 
Koreas. 

But he stressed: “ There’s no 
part of the world that gets 
more attention of military and 
civilian intelligence assets.” 
and reports that the more than 
700.000 North Korean troops 
stationed near the DMZ were 
moving into a war footing were 
not based on any information 
that is going on the ground." 


Boys tip • v - 

handicapped child 
intoriver 

CHRISTCHURCH* New Zea- 
land (R) — Three young boys 
pushed their wheelchair- .. 
bound, eight-year-old cousin . 
to a river and tipped her in* 
New Zealand Police said Mon- ■ 
day. The boys, two aged five 
and one aged three, took tfe- 
girl, who has cerebral palsy, to 
the river aboat one kilometre 
from her home in this New 
Zealand city Sunday. PoGce 
said a passer-by who saw them . 
push the wheelchair into the 
river dived in and rescued the 
girl. A social worker who wit- 
nessed the incident took the... 
four children to the girl's, home ; 
and called police. The Social. . 
Services’ Children’s Depart-; 
ment would dealwi th the dul-. 
dren, police S3id.~~"~~ — — 

British postmen ^ 
complain over 
santa privatisation . 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
po st office has privatised Santa 
Claus and upset postmen who 
used to do ms work, newspap 1 
ers reported Monday. The . 
Royal Mail has hired a private 
firm to answer some 600,00(1 
letters British children send 
each year to Santa, telling him 
which presents they hope he 
will bring them for Christmas. 

As in previous years, indi-. 
vidual thank-you letters are 
being sent to children. But 
Postal Union officials have 
complained the private firm, 
Metro Mail, is not giving 
enough personal attention to 
the letters. They said Metro 
Mail was paying its stuff only 
seven pence (11 cents) per 
reply, half what state postmen 
used to get. Metro Mail’s re- 
plies to children for their let- 
ters — usually adressed to San- 
ta's grotto, Lapland — tell 
them to make sure they are 
asleep before Santa and his 
reindeers arrive in the night. 

Shinkansen train 
sets world’s 2nd 
fastest record 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
new generation Shinkansen . 
bullet train has set the world’s 
second fastest speed of 413 
kilometres (256 miles) per 
hour, railway officials said 
Sunday. The speed was 
achieved by -the East Japan 
Railway CoV.ninercar 

totype Mar-2lShIrikansenttur- 
ing a' test run late Saturday it). 
Nigata Prefecture, northern 
Japan, they said. France’s 
high-speed TGV train holds, 
the world record of 515.3 kph, 
established in 1990. Germany’s 
high-speed train. Ice, attained 
a speed of 406.9 kph in 1988 
ana is now the third fastest in 
the world, the officials said. 

The Star-21, which was com- 
pleted in . March last year, . 
docked 403 kph Thursday. 

Hong Kong seizes . 
tiger parts 
and smuggler 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong customs found what 
appeared to be a tiger paw and 
a piece of tiger bone in the' 
luggage of a traveller crossing 
from China, a government 
spokesman said. Some Chinese 
men believe that consuming 
tiger parts, particularly tiger 
bone grated into .wine, en- 
hances sexual stamina. The 
traveller is being held pending 
investigation. The paw is the 
third seized this year under 
laws banning possession or 
trading in endangered species; 
the spokesman said. 

Villagers overcome i 
handicaps to 
donate eyes 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Resi- 
dents Of a remote Indian vil- 
lage have overcome poor tele- 
phone lines, bad roads, and 
tack of doctors to donate eyes 
of their dead relatives. In the 
last five years, the villagers of 
Aasangaon, 1,085 kilometres 
(670 miles) south of New De- 
lhi, donated 27 pairs of eyes,- • 
the Indian Express newspaper , : 
reported Monday. Whenever 
there is a death in the farming 
village of 3,500 people in, 
Maharashtra state, a well laid • 

out procedure is followed: The 
postmaster summons the- 
nearest doctor, who has to 
drive two hours over rocky 
roads to reach Aasangaon. - 
must remove the eyes within 1 - 
six hours of death. They are 
then -cm to an eye hospital in ; 
Nagpur, a city .100 kilometres 
away. The system is not with- ' 
out problems. The only phone* 
tn the village is often out of 
order. Residents then ask the . 
police to send a message on . 
their radio. When that fails, 
they rely on the power com- . 

pany s internal network. India 
has 10.5 million blind people, 

nearly all of them with curabW - 

problems, doctors say. Most 
Indians are reluctant to donate' 
their other organs.- believim? - - 

Hi? i j he of * Hind? 

should not be disfigured before 
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Korda wins richest prize in t ennis i Parma win keeps European soccer alight" 

MTTMTrW fWmnnv (A P\ ^ ^ M *0 


MUNICH, Germany (AP) — 
A good piece. of advice from 
his. father was worth $1,625 
million to Peter Korda. 

» in there like his 
I him, Korda sur-, 
vived his second five-set battle 
within 24 hours to beat 
Michael Stub and clinch the 
richest prize in tennis Sunday. 

His 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7-5), 2-6, 
11-9 victory completed a 24- 
hour double over the top-rank- 
ed players in the worla in the 
Grand Slam Cup. 

On Saturday, Korda battled 
for 4 1-2 hours and saved five 
match points to beat No. 1 
Pete Sampras in the semifinals. 

He needed three hours, 48 
hours to beat Stich. 

“My father told roe to be a 
good fighter on the court, nev- 
er to give up and that’s what I 
did,” the Czech said. 

The best and the most profit- 
able week of Korda's career 
brought him $1,625 million as 
the winner's prize in the richest 
tournament m the world. 

The $6 million tournament 
invites 16 players with the best 
records over the four annual 
Grand Slam events — the Au-‘ 
st rali an, French and U.S. 
Opens and Wimbledon. 

Korda had not won a title 
before Munich in 1993, and his 
best Grand Slam showing was 
a quarterfinal appearance at 
the Australian Open. 

Korda ended stich's bid to 
become the first man to repeat 
as Grand Slam Cup champion. 
Stich earned $2 million for his 
victory last year, but this year’s 
money for the winner was re- 
duced under a new prize-shar- 
ing formula. 

Stich, the No. 2 in the world 
who came into the tournament 
after becoming the ATP Tour 
world champion in November 
and leading Germany to its 
Davis Cup victory last 
weekend, could not be saved 
even by his 30 aces. 

He is now 2-7 against Korda, 
■and has never beaten him in 
Germany. 

“He was just hanging in 
there, he was making the big 



Czech Republic's Petr Korda is jubilant after defeating the 
world No. 1 ranked Pete Sampras in the semifinals of the 
Grand Slam Cap in Munich (AFP photo) 


points and I wasn't breaking, 
that's why I lost.” 

Stich said his busy schedule 
in recent weeks and bis five-set 
match against Stefan Edberg 
had made him tired. 

But it was Kordan's fitness 
that had been suspect. He was 
cramping at the end of the. 
match against Sampras and 
had a sore arm. 

“I had more right to be 
tired. He had a tough match 
yesterday, but that happens in 
every tournament,” Stich said. 
“I didn't expect anything but a 
tough match." 

Korda said he woke feeling 
optimistic. 


“1 was playing tennis all 
night in my mind. I was dream- 
ing of my match against Sam- 
pras," Korda said. "I woke up 
optimistic because I felt fitter 
than expected. I wasn't feeling 
great, but not that bad either.” 
“I hope that now i can do 
next year what Stich did after 
winning here last year.” 

The Grand Slam Cup victory 
last year launched Stich's as- 
cent that made 1993 the best 
year of his career. 

He began the year as No. 15, 
but rose "to No. 2 after winning 
six titles on all four surfaces. 

His consolation for losing 
foe final was 5812,500. 


Mayer turns the formbook upside down 


PARIS (AFP) — Parma reig- 
nited the Italian title race Sun- 
day just as rival European soc- 
cer championships prepared to 
close down for the winter. 

Atessandreo Melli scored 
twice as Parma inflicted AC 
Milan's second blow of the 
weekend with a 4-0 win at 
Cagliari. After losing the. 
World Club Championship to 
Sao Paulom Milan saw top spot 
in Serie A reclaimed by Parma. • 

The German and Spanish 
championships are proving just 
as tight though Paris St. Ger- 
main should go into next 
weekend's French closedown 
with a healthy lead. 

The 23-year-old Meili hit 
two second half goals as the 
new Italian leaders crushed 
Cagliari. Colombian interna- 
tional Faustino Asprilla hit the 
first and Zola (he fourth. 

Parma head the table on a 
better goal difference, but 
Milan have a game in hand.- 

Meanwhile. Paul Gascoigne 
made a successful comeback 
for Lazio with the final goal in 
their 3-1 triumph over 
Juventus. 

European Soccer 

The England star, sidelined 
since Sept. 19. was playing for 
his future in a Lazio squad 
overloaded with foreigners. 

Guiseppe Signori and Allen 
Boksic gave Lazio a winning 
lead ana Gascoigne scored the 
third goal in the final minute of 
the first match he has played 
from start to finish this season. 

Gascoigne said he is deter- 
mined ro make a go of his 
career at Lazio. Sunday's vic- 
tory boosted his chances of 
winning his battle for accept- 
ance in Italy, pushed Lazio 
into sixth place and thwarted 
Juventus' chance to go top of 
Serie A. 

“Gascoigne has finally 
showed his true identity. - ' said 
Lazio President Sergio Cagnot- 
ti. “When he. Boksic ana Sig- 
nori are playing like this we 
can show our potential and do 
great things." 

Inter Milan stopped Samp- 
doria going out alone at the top 
with a 3-0 win at San Siro 
Stadium. Goals from Sergio 


Battistini. Vladimir Jugovic. in 
his own net. and a second half 


penalty by Dennis Bergkamc 

J ut Internazionale level witr 
uventuLs on points. 


Ulf Kirsten kepi Buyer 
Leverkusen on top of the Ger- 
man League in the final round 
of matches before the Christ- 
mas break. 

-.Kirsten fired home an 
equaliser from ten yards less 
than a minute after the visitors 
had taken the lead through 
Senegal's Soulevmane Sane. 


Leverkusen head rhe league 
on goal difference from Ein- 
traent Frankfurt, who stopped 
the rot after three consecutive 

home defeats with a I-I draw - 
away to fourth-placed FC 
Kaiserlautem. 

Stefan Kuntz celebrated his 
call-up to the national side 
earlier in the week with a 
superbly taken volley to put 
the home side ahead after only 
two minutes. 

Kuntz. 21. has forced his 
way into Bertie Vogts plans for 
the World Cup finals next year 
by topping the scoring charts. 
Saturday's stunning strike was 
his 15th of the season. Ein- 
tracht defender Manfred Binz 
equalised with a superb free 
kick into the top corner in the 
IRih minute. 

Bayern Munich missed the 
chance to join the leaders on 
25 points after managing only a 
I-I draw with lowly Dynamo 
Dresden. 

Bundesliga champions Wer- 
der Bremen lie fifth but there 
was a distinct European Cup 
hangover in their performance 
against bottom-of-fhe-table 
Leipzig. 

After Uwe Bredow scored in 
the 26th minute. Dresden were 
heading for only their third win 
of the season when Bernd 
Hohsch — one of the heroes of 
Bremen's extraordinary com- 
eback for a 5-3 European 
Champions Cup win againsi 
Anderlecht — popped up to 
equalise six minutes after the 
break. 

Santaelena Alfredo's scored 
the only goal of the game for 
Deportivo La Coruna against 
Tenerife to keep his side top of- 
the Spanish table. 

Deportivo's 1-0 victory kept 



Bordeaux's midfielder Zinedine Zidane (left) 
heads the ball past Cannes defender Philippe 
Raschke (centre! and his Bordeaux teammate 


at buy Barcelona and helped 
purge" the disappointment of 
the"L f EFA Cup loss to Ein- 
trachr Frankfurt in midweek. 

Basrcelona thrashed coach- 
less Valencia 4-0. Valencia, 
who recently parted company 
with Dutch coach Guus Hid- 
dink. fell to goals from Hristo 
Stoichkov. “two from Jose 
Bakero. and a late Ronald 
Koeman penalty. 

Real Madrid's conceded 
point at home with a goalless 
draw against Sevilla, allowed 
Sporting Gijon. who beat Real 
Sociedad 3-2. to snatch third 
place. 

After 15 matches, the cham- 
pionship is one of the closest in 
Europe. Only se\en points 
separate leaders Deportivo 
and Racing Santander, in HUh 
place. Just six points are be- 
tween Real Zaragoza. 1 1th. 
and bottom club Lerida. 

Ajax Amsterdam took 
advantage of Feyenoord's 
shock detent to take" control of 
the Dutch championship. 

Ajax beat Willem 11 Tilbura 
3-1. with leading scorer Jari 
Litmanen getting his 17th 
league goal of the season, to co 
two points clear. 


Hans Van Arum put Willem 
ahead in the first half but then 
scored an own goal that 
sparked the Ajax recovery. 

Feveenoord were beaten 1-H 
by Roda JC Kerkrade with 
211-vear-old Nigerian Tijani 
Babungida getting the only- 
goal. 

Former Aberdeen player 
Hans Gilhaus boosted Vitesse 
Arnhem into third place with a 
hat-trick in their 4-1 win over 
Groningen. PSV Eindhoven 
beat Vnlcndum 3-u to stay 
fourth. 

French League leaders Saint 
Germain ensured they would 
complete the year without a 
single defeat with a 2-11 win 
over Strasbourg. 

Arrur Jorge's side extended’ 
their lead at the top of the 
table to six points as closest 
rivals Bordeaux went down to 
a 2-1 defeat at Cannes. 

PSG. who have not lost at 
the Parc since Olympique 
Marseille beat them I-tl on 
Dec. IN last year, took two 
points from Strasbourg with 
coals from France stars Paul 
Le Guen and David Ginola. 

Marseille moved level with 
Bordeaux with a 3-1 win awav 


Chrislophe Duggary during (heir French first . 
division soccer match in the French Riviera city'. - 
of Cannes (AFP photo > 

put Willem at Le Havre with new Brazilian 
alf but then striker Da Silva A rule r sort- 
goal that scoring twice, 

recovery. The" French League closes' ! * 

: beaten 1-h down after next ‘Saturday’s ; • 
krade with matches. ' ■* 

ian Tijani Benfica's l-U win at Eslrela - 
t the only Amadora kept them two points 

clear of Sporting Lisbon in 
?en player' Portugal. But the leaders are 

■ted Vitesse having a stormy time otf the . 

place with a pitch." 

■1 win over Several journalists claimed 
Eindhoven thev were beaten up at the 
-n to stay Behfic.i annual meeting Sutur- . 

das mght. The Bcnfica com-' 
:aders Saint mil tee “resigned over the club's . 

they would Jeep Iiiunci.il problems. The . 

without a journalist claimed they were j 

a 2-11 win then attacked by people at liiU # 

meeting complaining jlvui rite i 
le extended' way revelations about the club* , 
top of the haii been reported. 

. as closest Anderlecfu. tour pointy ‘ 

nt down to clear in Belgium, dropped only* , 
innes. their fifth point ot the season i*u« 

not lost at drawing 1-1 at C'ercle Brugge.^ 


VAL D'ISERE, France (R) — 
Young Austrian Christian 
Mayer turned foe formbook 
upside down as he waltzed to 
Ins first World Cup victory 
Monday in -a men's giant sja^‘ 
lorn which saw foe favourites 
finish nowhere. : - 

The 21-year-old Mayer, who 
came through from fourth 
place after the first run, had 
never been on a victory 
podium before and nor had 
German Tobias Barnerssoi, 
who finished second. 

While foe tittle-known skiers 
rejoiced in their unexpected 
triumph, favourites of cdicuit 
such as Alberto Tomba and 
Marc Girardelli were left lick- 
ing their wounds. 

Tomba, Olympic champion 
in the discipline and winner of 
a Slalom in Canada last week, 
had a poor first run to place 
16th and fared worse in foe 
second to settle for 17th spot 
over foe two legs. 


The Italian’s lacklustre per- 
formance was a stark contrast 
to his normal death-or-gloiy 
style which usually guarantees 
him a place in foe top three 
- unless* ne falls.-'* - 

Girardelli, five times overall 
World Cup winner, suffered an 
even greater indignity when he 
finished more than three 
seconds slower than fust-run 
leader Barnerssoi and failed to 
qualify for the second leg. 

Mayer’s excellent second 
run helped him to break foe 
two-ano-a-half minute barrier 
for the two legs as he finished 
in 2:29.96. Barnerssoi was 
second, 0.20 seconds behind, 
and Swiss Michael Von 
Gruenigen third, a further 0.06 
seconds down. 

There was little joy for the 
other race favourites. Austrian 
Guenther Mader, winner of 
Sunday’s super-G, was handily 
placed in third after the first 


run but hit his left ski on a pole 
in foe second and went off 
course. 

World champion Kjetil- 
Andre Aamodt of Norway had 
a ‘disastrous first' run. in which 
he was only 13th quickest and, 
despite a good second effort, 
haa to settle for seventh. 

But Maderis untimely exit 
gave the Norwegian an unex- 
pected chance to move into the 
lead in this year's overall 
World Cup standings. 

France’s Frank Piccard, win- 
ner of the opening giant slalom 
of the season at Sodden, Au- 
stria, looked to be heading for 
another victory until the final 
20 metres of his second run. 

Second after the first leg, 
Piccard was ahead at all the 
intermediate times but a bad 
mistake at foe bottom of foe 
couurse cost him badly and be 
had to be content with fourth 


Egypt’s A1 Ahli favoured to win Cup- Winners’ Cup 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
A1 Ahli are overwhelming 
favourites to win the African 
Cup- Winners' Cup a record 
fifth time next year following 
the ban on top side Africa 
Sports National. 

The Egyptians have been 
paired with St. George of 
Ethiopia in the first round, and 
any result other than a con- 
vincing vie lory for the Cairo 
dub is inconceivable. 

While A1 Ahli were crushing 
all before them in this year’s 
Nelson Mandela Cup. Elimi- 
nating in a 2-1 aggregate vic- 
tory over Ivory Coast's Africa 
Sports. St. George made an 
early exit from Africa. 

D’rawn against modest 
Tanzanians Malindi in the pre- 
liminary round of -the Cham- 
pions!. Cup. St. George could 


only draw at home and lose the 
return game. 

The ban -on Ivorian and 
Ghanaian clubs following the 
violent aftermath to a cup tie 
between their champions Iasi 
October, rules out Africa 
Sports, the 1992 winners. 

A search for potential 
threats to Al Ahli unearths 
club like Sudan's Al Hilal. 
Zambia's Power Dynamos or 
Nkana and Nigeria's BCC 
Lions. 

Al Hilal. Champions' C'up 
runners-up in I9K7 and 1992. 

S Rwanda's Rayon Sports at 
e first, an advantage which 
should ensure a winning lead. - 
The club representing Zam- 
bia should encounter few prob- 
lems against Swaziland's 
Eleven iCfen In FI iizht. coached 


by former Zambian -tar Jani 
Simula mho. or Botswana's 
Township Rollers: 

BCC Lions, winners in 1990 
and runners-up one year later, 
should prove too strong for 
Burkina Faso's As Fonction- 
naircs De BodivDioulasso. 

Algeria ha\c not fulfilled ex- 
pectations in the Cup-Winners' 
Cup for many years, and Na 
Hussein Dc\ must be wary i«l 
Mali’s Djofiha. a side with 
more experience of African 
combat- 

Zaire's DC Moiemn Pern Ik*. 
semi finalists once and quarter- 
finalists twice in the last three 
years, slay in Central Africa 
"for a clash with outsiders 
Anges De Fatima. 

Unknown Angolans Atlctieo 
Sport Axiacao. who caused a 


stir b\ reaching the CAP Cup 
semifinals, go to Cameroon, 
where they upset Canon 
Yaounde this year. 

Meanwhile Nakbuho Villa 
and AFC Leopards, two of 
East Africa's most famous 
clubs, were cursing their luck 
after the C’AF Cup draw. 

Paired in the first round, the 
giants from Kampala and 
Nairobi must have hoped l"i 
gentler starts to a competition 
catering for League Cham- 
pionship runners-up. 

Villa were runners-up to 
Nigeria's Shoot inu Stars in 
1992, 
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Arbachakov retains title 


KYOTO, Japan (AFP)t — Yuri 
Arbachakov of Russia beat 
Cha Nam- Ho on of South 
Korea on a unanimous points 
decision to retain his World 
Boxing Council (WBC) 
flyweight title here Monday. 

Arbachakov overwhelmed 
foe Korean for most of the 
fight, knocking the WBC’s 


fourth-ranked challenger to 
the canvas in the lltb round. 
“I wanted to win it by a knock 
out in the final round, but I 
couldn’t and it ended in a 
points decision,'’ he said. 

Cha was in trouble from the 
third round when Arbacha- 
kov 's right straight to foe face 
sta g gered him and drew blood. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Austrian Airlines soccer team 
Champion of Amm an Little League 




Your birthstone. 

AJAN1 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

a TANNAH H1R3CH 
- CTBS3 Tribune UMaSoMn. Inc. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South hold: 
you hold: 4AQJ3 W 

*KJ 984 0AKJ1054 *986 The bidding 
Partner opens the bidding with a South Wea 
22-24 point two no trump. What do J * Past 
you respond? ? 


Q-2— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*KJ65 <?AJ 0876 *A1082 
The bidding hn« proceeded: 

North East South West 

1* Pus 1 * Pus 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•KJ6 9K4 OAQ10652 *84 
The bukSug has proceeded: 

North Bast South West 

1 * Pass 1 9 Pass 

1 Pass 7 
What do you bad now? 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

*AQJ3 9J762 09 #KQJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

9K10873 ?A74 066 *AQ8 
The bidding haw proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 « Pa bb 2 * Pass 


What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: _ __ 

*642 UK3 0KQ9872 *K5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


A mra Hotel - Amman. 

DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 

1989 Austin Montego 2.0L May fair saloon. Black. 
Radio cassette. Front electric windows, A/C, 110,000 
km. Excellent condition. 

Sealed bids for purchase to be sent to British Embassy 
not later than December 20, 1993. 

For appointment to view contact: 823100 / Ext 

212 . 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 baths, big Kitchen, living 
dining + salon area. All utilities independent. Gar- 
age, garden and phone. Nicely furnished. 
Located in Shmeisani. 

Available for 6 months (1/94-6/94). 

If interested please call: 

675800 after 2:00 p.m. 



Al Dalai Establishment 

Offers the largest and widest assortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


On behalf of Austrian Airlines, Mr. Sami Abu Alsaoud, 
station & sales manager (Jordan) has invited the soccer team 
for lunch on the occasion of winning the cup of Amman Little 
League. 


A leading Advertising Co. has immediate 
career opportunities for graduate & 
experienced candidates : 

* Saleswomen/Salesmen (Account Executives) 

1. Good command of spoken and written 
English. 

2. Experience in sales. 

3. Self motivated. 

4. Car with a driving licence is preferred 

5. Excellent salary* Commission. 

For nme Information please cat! 646630/1 


1- ACADEMIC DIRECTOR 

Must be an energetic leader/manager with the 
knowledge , experience , and mteipersonal skills 
necessary to establishing new programs in 
language (s) teaching and other timing courses. 
MA and 3 years of ES1VEFL , administrative 
experience required . Position to begin 
January 1994 

2- ESL/EFL INSTRUCTORS 

Must have a degree in TEFI/ ESL or related field 
Full timers and part timers may apply . Should be 
native speaker or sexm-native speaker of English. 

3- INSTRUCTORS OF ARABIC 
AS FOREIGN LANGUAGE. 

A degree in Arabic / Education phis experience 
in teaching Arabic to non Arabs . Should be fluent 
in En glish . other tan g na gyg are phis. 

Interested candidates should send their C.V. 
indicating their full address sztd teL numbers 
not later than Dec. 23, 1993 to : 

Managing Director 
P.O. Box 75i 
Amman H 955 
Jordan 


iGaema 


Tel.: 6341441 I Cinema 


Tel.: 6774201 | Querns 


TeL: 699238 


WniAPHLPHlA 


Hamson Ford — in 

PATRIOT GAMES 

Shtmv MB. Ml?. *3»». 1« 


COWCORP 

CONCORD *1’ 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN THE LINE OF FIRE 

Shows: 12:30. 330, 6:15, &30, 1&30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Kim Basinger — in 

Two Hot To Handle 

Shows; 3:15, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


PLAYING WITH THE VILLAINS 
Arabic 

Shows: 12J0, 3:15, 5. 630. &30, 10:30 


Tel.: 67S571 

NabB Al jgMjggl Theatre 

presents a. play entitled: 

Al llm Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer tssa, Daoud Jatajel. 
Hassan Al Shaw. Fuad Shomall 
In addition to .other comedians 
Every ‘night at 8:15 
Tckets are sold all day 


Nabil & Hteftarffs 6251551 


The political comedy 

WELCOME AfiAB SUHHIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English lynopthi available 
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41 Palestinians 
return home with 


security mandate 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 


KING HUSSEIN BRIDGE 

— Forty-one Palestinian 
veterans of the six-vear-old 

• intifada returned" to the 
. occupied West Bank on Mon- 
day with a different mandate 

— protecting Palestinian 
leaders and “national institu- 

. lions." 

The group, the second 
batch of Palestinian guards 
trained in Jordan, dfd not 
carry any arms. Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
officials said Israel did not 
permit them to carry 
weapons or wear uniforms' 

But they are expected to be 
allowed to carry light arms 
once they formally take up 
their responsibilities as the 
vanguard of whai could turn 
out to be a rough Palestinian 
equivalent of the U.S. Secret 
Service. 

Critics of the Israel-PLO 
accord described the group as 
the nucleus of a “Palestinian 
preventive security force." 

The youth, most of them in 
their early 20s. were all be- 
lieved to 6e members of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
Fateh group. 

But none of them would 
publicly acknowledge their 
affiliations. “We represent ail 
Palestinians." was the stan- 
dard answer. 

All have served terms in 
Israeli jails for intifada-re- 
lated activities and some of 
them bore visible marks of 
the treatment they got under 
Israeli hands, their spokes- 
man said. 

The batch of 41 — all of 


them from the West Bank — 
arrived in Amman three 
months ago and underwent 
training under the supervi- 
sion of Jordanian security- 
forces. including the Armed 
Forces, members of the 
group said. 

They will be assigned to 
protect key Palestinian lead- 
ers. including some of the 
delegates to peace talks wirh 
Israel, and guard Palestinian 
buildings.' including the 
Orient House in East' Jeru- 
salem . the headquarters of 
the peace negotiating team. 

Colonel Ali Bedewi. a 
military attache at the Pales- 
tine embassy here, said the 
batch was not part of a prop- 
osed 15.tl00-scrong Palesti- 
nian police force expected to 
be deployed in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho & 
under the Sept. 13 Israel- 
PLO autonomy accord. 

“This is not the first batch 
(of Palestinian security 
guards) to be trained in Jor- 
dan. and this will not be the 
last either." said Col. Bede- 
wi. “Under an agreement 
reached between His Majesty 
(King Hussein) and his 
brother Yasser Arafat, the 
Jordanian security forces 
have opened the door (for 
Palestinians) to be trained as 
security men." 

The group that headed for 
the We~st Bank Monday was 
the second batch of guards. 
The first batch, of 27 guards, 
left two months ago after 
training here. 

Col. Bedewi. seeing off the 
batch of guards cross this 
rickety bridge over the mur- 



Some of 41 Palestinian security guards flash V as on their way home Monday (Photo by Yousef Al 
they are about to cross the King Hussein Bridge 'Allan) 


key water of the narrow Riv- 
er Jordan. blamed Israel for 
the delay in the implementa- 
tion of the autonomy accord, 
under which the Jewish state 
was to start a four-month 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho on Monday. 

"It has been our bitter ex- 
perience over the decades 
that Israel does not honour 
its promises." Col. Bedewi 
told reporters with his back 
to the Israeli soldiers keeping 
watch from their bunkers 
across the river. 

Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met in Cairo on Sun- 
day. but they failed to break 
the deadlock in Israel-PLO 
negotiations over the size of 
Jericho area, who will control 
the exit and entry points of 
the autonomous territories 
and security for Jewish set- 
tlers in the territories. 

Col. Bedewi said parr of 
the proposed Palestinian 
force was ready to move into 
Jericho and Gaza as soon as 
Israel gave the green signal. 


But he did not know when 
that would come. 

In the meantime, the new 
"guards." who once led the 
intifada and fought Israeli 
soldiers and Palestinian “col- 
laborators" alike, appeared 
to relish their new role. 

Milling around in the cour- 
tyard of the immigration and 
customs clearance" building in 
South Shuneh. the youths, 
some of them wearing the 
distinct black and white che- 

3 uered Palestinian head- 
ress. also seemed impatient 
to ger back to their homes. 

“We are very happy to go 
back to our homeland and 
serve our national cause. " 
said Marwan Al Ghoul, a 
25-year-old from the Silwan 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 

Asked how the youth felt 
in their switched roles — 
from stoneth rowers and en- 
forcers of the intifada to 
guardians of security — Jihad 
Al Abbasi. an apparent lead- 
er of the group, said: “The 
intifada was a national duty 
and what we are going to do 


in our homeland is also a 
national duty.'' 

“We are ready to assume 
our responsibilities when 
there is an agreement and 
when the (proposed) Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) takes over." added 
Mr. Abbasi. a native of 
Ramallah in the West Bank. 

Where they active during 
the intifada before the peace 
process and the Sept. 13 
accord changed their course? 

"Yes. every one of us was 
very active and has gone to 
prison frequently." Jamal 
Sharaqa of the Deir Al 
Ammar area of Ramallah 
with obvious pride. 

Imad Al Dafi. a short and 
thin youth from the Jalazoun 
refugee camp in Ramallah. 
said “the group would carry 
arms if Israel and the PLO 
made a "political decision" to 
that effect. 

“Once this is sorted out, 
and the Palestinian authority 
under Yasser Arafat gives us 
weapons, we will carry 
them.'' he said. 


Vatican-Israel diplomatic 
talks nearly completed 


VATICAN CITY (R) — The 
Vatican said Monday a joint 
commission set up to establish 
diplomatic relations between 
the Holy See and Israel had 
almost completed its work. 

“(The Vatican) can only 
confirm the bilateral commis- 
sion has nearly completed the 
work foreseen and is now fine- 
tuning some details,” a state- 
ment said. 

The statement was issued in 
response to news reports from 
Israel that an agreement lead- 
ing to the establishment of full 
diplomatic relations wou!d\ 
most likely be signed on Dec. V 
30. x 

The statement did not men- 
tion any date for the expected 
signing but said the Vatican 
had kept its side of the bargain 
to keep details of the negoti- 
tions secret. 

The agreement is also ex- 
pected to clear the way for a 
visit by Pope John Paul to the 
Jewish state. 

Diplomatic sources close to 
the negotiations said last 
month the agreement would 
most likely be signed by the 
end of the year or early Janu- 
ary to coincide with the 30th 
anniversary of the late Pope 
Paul Vi’s Jan. 4-7, 1964 visit to 
the Holy Land. 

Diplomatic ties will be major 
step in improving relations be- 
tween Catholic and Jews 
around the world after 2,000 
years of friction. 

The joint commission was 
set up in 1992 and negotiations 


moved more rapidly than ex- 
pected after last September’s 
peace accord between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The commission has readied 
a fundamental agreement on 
14 paints such as the legal 
status of the church in Israel or 
its territories, religious tour- 
ism, taxation and a joint stand 
against anti-Semitism. 

Issues such as mteraatiohaT 
guarantees for Jerusalem: and 
the Palestinian Question were 
left to the Middle East peace 
talks. The Vatican, which sup- 
ports a Palestinian homeland, 
has always recognised Israel’s 
right to exist within secure 
borders. 


But it wanted progress on 
the Palestinian question and 
guarantees for Jerusalem as a 
city sacred to the three great 
monotheistic religions — • Juda- 
ism, Christianity, and Islam — 
before agreeing to full di- 
plomatic recognition. 

Sources have said that when 
the accord is signed the Pope 
and Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman will most likely ex- 
change personal representa- 
tives before the formal 
appointment of ambassadors. 

This will allow time for sub- 
committees to work out legal 
technicalities — such as the 
church’s tax status in Holy 
Land — and give the Israeli 
parliament time to ratify the' 
agreement. 


Aideed faction warns 


of fresh Somali war 


Hungary 
seeks new 


premier 


BUDAPEST (Agencies) — 
Hungarian politicians started 
searching on Monday for a new 
prime minister to fill the lead- 
ership vacuum created by the 
death of Jozsef An tall. 

Mr. Antall. 61. died on Sun- 
day of complications from his 
long battle against cancer, 
leaving no heir apparent. 

The leadership of his Hunga- 
rian Democratic Forum (HDF) 
party was meeting Monday 
night to discuss who to propose 
to President Arpad Goncz as 
candidate for the premiership. 

One party source suggested 
acting Prime Minister Peter 
Bo ross, a loyal Antall lieute- 
nant who headed the govern- 
ment while the premier spent 
weeks in hospital fighting can- 
cer, was shaping up as the most 
likely successor. 

“I would say that the main 
value of HDF politics was con- 
tinuity and predictability." the 
source answered when asked 
whether Mr. Boross was likely 
to remain the party’s leader. 

Other party officials have 
also stressed the need to pur- 
sue the course Mr. Antall had 
set toward a fuller democracy. 

But some have said in the 
past that HDF founding 
fathers may veto Mr. Boross, 



Jozsef Antall 


who joined the party only last 
year and has not carved out a 
wide power base among the 
rank and file. 

Analysts said the nomina- 
tion would be heavily influ- 
enced by a document naming 
Mr. An tail’s personal prefer- 
ences. the existence of which 
was revealed Monday by San- 
der Lezsak, deputy leader of 
HDF. 

Mr. Antall is to be buried on 
Saturday, which parliament on 
Monday proclaimed a day of 
national mourning. 

His testament, which is in 
the possession of Mr. Antall’s 
family, was due to be revealed 
to the HDFs executive com- 
mittee Monday. Its contents 
have not been revealed, but it 
contains specific recommenda- 
tions, Hungarian radio said. 


Qadhafl invites hardliners for talks 


TRIPOLI (Agpndes) — Li- 
byan leader M nammar Qadha- 
fi has invited Palestinian lead- 
ms opposed to the Israel-Palesr 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) autonomy accord and 
heads of the militant Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) to meet 
him for talks. 

■Colonel Qadhafi said at a 
rally in Al Azizia about 40 
kilometres south of Tripoli: 
"Since they (Western leaders) 
won’t negotiate with them I 
invite Abu_Nidal (head of foe 
Fateh Revolutionary Council) 
and Ahmad Jibril (head of foe 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command) to come to Libya. 

“X will meet them in person 
and in public,” he said, in foe 
address broadcast on Libyan 
television. 

Col. Qadhafi also issued a 
public invitation to IRA lead- 
ers to visit Libya for ‘talks and 
meetings.” 

“I am ready to meet the 
IRA's leaders to advise them 
not to commit terrorist acts 
and fo publicly support their 
legitimate and sacred cause,” 
he added. 

He said he was willing to 
meet Mr. Jibril “all other lead- 
ers of foe Palestinian resist- 
ance,” whom he described as 
“noble.” 

“I don’t accept your terrorist 
acts but I support your strug- 
gle,” he said. 

Col. Qadhafi accused Bri- 


tain of having negotiated 
secretly with' foe IRA, saying 
any contacts he has with foe 
mili tant group would be open 
and public. 

“Ireland has a right to be 
free and unifed,” he added. 

“Why haven't we got foe 
right to meet foe leaders of foe 
Palestinian people and those of 
the people of Ireland,” be 
asked, charging that Western 
leaders had deceived foe Isla- 
mic World by meeting British 
author Salman Rushdie. 

Former Iranian spiritual 
guide Ayatollah Khomeini 
issued a death sentence against 
Mr. Rushdie in 1989 following 
the . publication of his book 
"Satanic Verses,” which was 
condemned by Muslims as 
blasphemous. 

Tne official Libyan news 
agency (JANA) said Arab de- 
legations representing parties, 
organisations and popular 
groups began arriving in Tripo- 
li to take part in foe fourth 
session of “the democratic, re- 
volutionary Arab dialogue" on 
Tuesday. 

JANA listed names of dele- 
gates including many old-time 
radical leftists and Lebanese 
militia leaders set to attend the 
meeting entitled "for a united 
Arab popular revolutionary 
movement.” 

Col. Qadhafi lambasted the 
United Nations Seoirity Coun- 
cil , which this month 
toughened sanctions on Libya 


after it refused to hand over 
two suspects wanted for trial in 
the West over the 1988 bomb- 
ing of Pan Am flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. 

“The Security Council has 
humiliated the United Nations 
and destroyed its legitimacy,” 
said Col. Qadhafi who. Wds 
surrounded on his arrival in 
Azizrya by thousands of people 
waving banners and chanting 
slogans. 

“Down, down with sanc- 
tions,” shouted some of foe 
crowd, pressed up against Col. 
Qadhan's open-topped car. 
“Down with the Security 
Council and its supporters," 
they added. 

At least one person was car- 
ried away after collapsing in 
the crush around Col. Qadba- 
fi’s car. 

In addition to handing over 
foe alleged Lockerbie bombers 
for trial either in Britain or the 
United States, Libya is re- 
quired to cooperate with a 
French inquiry into the 1989 
mid-air bombing of a UTA 
airliner over Niger. 

Because of Libya’s refusal to 
comply, foe council adopted a 
new resolution last month ex- 
tending the sanctions. 

The resolution requires all 
countries to close their airs- 
pace to flights to and from 
Libya, to prohibit any arms 
deals with Tripoli and to. re- 
duce the size and level of Li- 
byan diplomatic missions. 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed’s faction said 
Monday that a plan by his 
rivals to go ahead and form an 
interim government without 
him was a recipe for renewed 
war. 

“It would provoke a fresh 
round of confldt,” General 
Ai deed's deputy Abdul Karim 
Ahmad Ail 'said in Addis 
Abab. 


chief of the Bantu-based 
Somali Africans Multi Orga- 
nisation. 

An agreement on formation 
of the TOC was made at U.N.- 
brokered conference in the 
Ethiopian capital last March. 


Gen. Aideed himself spent 
Monday in his Addis Ababa 
hotel room, a day after efforts 
to .geLjhim.jfofo lacetfprfape 
talks witfi .fas- bitter .-rival Afi 
Mahdi Mohammad collapsed. 

He was also hoping that a 
U.S. aircraft winch flew him to 
the Ethiopian capital for inter- 
nationally-brokered talks last 
week would give him a lift back 
to Mogadishu on Tuesday. 

The United States, facing 
decision for ferrying foe man 
whose militia killed more than 
two dozen American 
peacekeepers, says it will not 

g ive Gen. Aideed foe free ride 
ack home. 

“Gen. Aideed came to 
Addis Ababa because the 
American government agreed 
to provide security and trans- 
port. We expect them to live 
up to their word and take him 
home.” said Mr. Abdul Karim. 


One ally of self-styled Presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi told Reuters 
that whether Gen. Aideed’s 
Somalia National Alliance 
(SNA) came on board or not, 
other factions would form a 
transitional national council by 
Jan. 15. “The establishment of 
TNC cannot be delayed any 
large because a few groups like 
the SNA do not agree, ' said 
Mo wlid Maan Mohamoud, 


Somalis say foe U.N. is 
pushing for foe Jan. 15 dead- 
line. Mr. Ali Mahdi flew bade 
to his stronghold in north 
Mogadishu on Sunday, 
apparently to prepare to meet 
foe deadline. 

The SNA, which says foe 
U.N. is biased, remained firm. 
"Tbat is impossible;.-, a TNG 
without the participation of foe 
SNA is unthinkable,” said Mr. 
Abdul Karim. 

More U.S. soldiers are to 
leave Somalia by foe end of foe 
week amid fears that civil war 
will resume after the break- 
down of peace talks between 
rival factions in Addis Ababa. 

U.S. military spokesman 
Colonel Steve Rausch said 
here Monday foe 2nd batta- 
Boin of the 14th infantry regim- 
ent would be the first U S. 
combat unit to leave. 

Some 650 troops will fly out 
Friday or Saturday, while their 
material will leave the country 
by sea. Loading will begin 
Tuesday, Mr. Rausch said. 

Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin said in Washington Sun- 
day that 2,500 U.S. troops 
would be back in the United 
States in time for Christmas, 
while the rest would be with- 
drawn by March 31, as prom- 
ised by President BUI Canton. 

The U.S. contingent here 
numbers around 8,000 men on 
foe ground and 9,000 off the 
Somali coast All U.S. troops 
are to leave the country by the 
end of March. 


Reformists give slow but steady shape to democratic Palestinian entity 


By Wafa Amr 

SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A new “cen- 
trist" democratic movement 
is taking strong roots among 
Palestinians inside and out- 
side the occupied territories 
with the aim of establishing 
an open, secular, liberalised 
Palestinian entity in the occu- 
pied territories. Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
officials said Monday. 

The officials said that the 
movement was beginning to 
gain momentum, reading to 
foe formation of informal and 
formal groups calling for a 
democratic society. 

The Palestinian leadership, 
they said, should make use of 
this “democratic awareness,” 
and allow it to participate in 
shouldering the burdens of 
foe difficult task ahead of 
building a Palestinian entity. 

Nabil Amr, an advisor to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, said political considera- 
tions which dictated the 
Palestinian decision-making 
process prior to the Sept. 13 
PLO-Israel accord could no 
longer prevail. New realities 
have been created after the 
accord, which require new 
terms of reference, he said. 

The PLO leadership has 
come under sharp criticism 
for the slow transition from a 
revolution to the building of a 
state. PLO officials nave 


gone public in voicing discon- 
tent with foe way foe lead- 
ership has been directing the 
Palestinian- Israeli peace talks 
and in implementing the 
Sept. 13 accord. 

Many prominent PLO offi- 
cials. including Executive 
Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas who signed 
the accord in Washington, 
have been excluded an<a dis- 
tanced from the decision- 
making process. 

Some PLO officials chose 
to remain passive, while 
others have decided to push 
for a democratic, centrist 
movement that would act as a 
pressure group on foe PLO 
leadership, reduced to the 
person of Mr. Arafat. 

This group echoes the 
sentiments of many Palesti- 
nians who support the peace 
process and hope measures 
would be taken to ensure its 
success, despite the limita- 
tions imposed by the accord. 

“The Palestinian-lsraeli 
declaration of principles 
would place us on the path to 
independence or on the path 
to hell, and the outcome de- 
pends on Palestinian per- 
formance in implementing 
the accord,” Bashir Bar- 
ghouti, leader of the Palesti- 
nian People's Party, said. 

Officials said growing con- 
cern over the possibility of 
failing 10 seize foe “historic" 
opportunity to set up a 


Palestinian authority has 
prompted many Palestinians 
to act as internal opposition 
in order to pressure foe lead- 
ership into democratising. 

“A third Palestinian force 
has emerged and is growing 
in number.” Mr. Amr said. 
“It is neither submissive to 
foe PLO leadership nor is it 
foe traditional opposition.” 

Mr. Amr is among those 
who initiated a reformist 
movement within the PLO 
demanding democratisation 
and a departure from unplan- 
ned haphazard ways in direct- 
ing the Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations on im- 
plementing the PLO-Israel 
accord. 

A memorandum was 
drafted by the Palestinian 
People's Party, and a number 
of independent PLO officials 
and was later joined by the 
Palestinian democratic move- 
ment (FED A), criticism* the 
PLO leadership’s perform- 
ance in implementing foe 
accord and lack of negotiat- 
ing strategy. 

Mr. Amr said the refor- 
mists, who support the 
September accord emphasise 
their loyalty to the PLO and 
its institutions, had sent the 
memorandum to Mr. Arafat 
and the Executive Commit- 
tee on Sunday after collecting 
140 signatures from promin- 
ent Palestinians. 

He said the memorandum 


was attached to a one-page 
letter addressed to Mr. Ara- 
fat asking him to respond 
positively to foe reformists' 
demands and to officially dis- 
cuss foe memorandum in foe 
next meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 


about the leadership’s com- 
mitment to democratisation 
as well as Dr. Ashrawi’s res- 
ignation should be seriously 
considered and dealt with im- 
mediately,” a Tunis-based 
PLO official said. 


The letter also requested 
from the leadership initiating 
a dialogue with the reformists 
in order to take follow up 
measures that would ensure 
democratisation. 

“We wiy persist in our 
demands until we achieve 
democratic reforms,” Mr. 
Amr said. “The previous pat- 
tern of the Palestinian politic- 
al reality which was divided 
between loyalty to the lead- 
ership or opposition to it 
should come to an end.” 


The democracy movement 
is not been limited to intellec- 
tuals. Officials said it stems 
from the grassroots, especial- 
ly inside the occupied terri- 
tories. It includes all the 
different sectors of society as 
well. “They all want to work 
genuinely in building their 
state. and the old terms of 
reference which allows a 
small group of leaders or 
their loyal followers foe run 
te show would no longer be 
acceptable,” a PLO official 
said. 


under increasing internal 
pressure to liberalise and to 
activate the PLO institutions, 
has succumbed to pressures 
from some of his executive 
Committee members to 
approve a draft of the Palesti- 
nian authority’s provisional 
constitution which empha- 
sises democracy and general 
freedoms. 


Other PLO officials and 
independent Palestinian fi- 

f tires agree that a new 
alestinian reality has been 
created by the peace deal 
which the Palestinian lead- 
ership cannot ignore. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi resigned last 
week from her official PLO 
post to set up a human rights 
commission to monitor the 
PLO-run self-authority. Dr. 
Ashrawi publicly backed foe 
PLO's reform movement 
from the start. 

“The PLO leadership is 
being slowly isolated by its 
actions, ana public doubts 


The PLO's mainstream 
Fateh faction, led by Mr. 
Arafat, has also been very 
critical of foe leaderships 
performance in directing 
peace talks with Israel. 
Young Fateh leaders inside 
foe occupied territories sent a 
letter to Mr. Arafat, spelling 
out Fateh's new political line, 
adopted by the movement's 
Revolutionary Council last 
month. Fateh’s new slo gan 
has become democratisation, 
the sovereignty of law and 
placing the right person in the 
right job in trie nation-build- 
in® process. 

Mr. Arafat, who has come 


Executive Committee 
member Jamal Sourani and 
several members of the legal 
committee in the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) met 
in Amman last week with 
Palestinian legal experts to 
discuss the draft charter. 

Mr. Sourani told the Jor- 
dan Times that foe commit- 
tee would submit the draft 
constitution and the experts' 
comments to the Executive 1 
Committee soon for ratifica- 
tion. 


Palestinian authority which 
will take over from Israel in 
foe occupied territories, and 
to specify the authorities of 
the Palestinian government;” 
he added. 

“It guarantees freedoms to 
individuals, democracy to the 
whole people, as well as 
guarantees that institutions 
and not individuals will run 
the Palestinian entity," Mr. 
Sourani said. 


“The importance of the 
provisional charter is that it 
guarantees general freedoms, 
human rights, democracy, 
and the sovereignty of law," 
he said. 

The PLO official added 
that the charter was not 
permanent. It would be func- 
tional until July, when gener- 
al elections are expected to 
be carried out in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“The objective of ratifying 
this chatter is to emphasise 
the democratic nature of the 


That is why the charter has 
specified that the president's 
term to five years, renewable 
for another term only, he 
said. 

“Our only guarantee is 
democratisation because we 
are about to build a state and 
not fighter militias,” Mr. 
Sourani noted. “The militaiy 
battle requires a leader, and 
the building battle requires 
the participation of all the 
qualified persons and ensur- 
ing that non-autocratic means 
do not prevail.” 

Dr. Sourani, however, 
blamed PLO factions for Mr. 
Arafat’s “autocratic” lead- 
ership and for allowing him 
to continue unquestioned in 
the past 

“We want a state for the 
liberals and not a detention 
centre, and it is up to the 
people to impose reforms and 
compel the leadership to 
abide by their rules," Mr. 
Sourani said. 






Artworks stolen 
from Budapest 
museum 


BUDAPEST (AFP) - 
Artworks and religious objects 
worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars have been stolen from 
Europe's largest Jewish 
museum in Budapest, a 
Hungarian Jewish leader s&xd. 
“Iireplaceabfc treasures were 

works the 1600s, 

the 1700s and .the 1800s, some 
of which we never had copies 

of made " said Gnsztav Zoltai, 

the head of the Federation of 
Jewish Parishes in Hungary. 
Ad accurate list of the objects 
stolen was yet to be put 
together and could take weeks; 
to compile; he said. The burg- 
lary was carried' out sometime 
between Friday night and 
dawn Sunday, be added. Police 
said that because of the size of 
foe building a permanent 
police guard aid not notice the 
burglars, .who probably 
climbed . scaffolding around 
central Europe’s largest syna- 
gogue to get inside the 
museum. The national police 
chief - visited the scene and 
launched an major investiga- 
tion,” Mr. Zoltai said. 


JS 


itUg* 

jtw'i 

Irohf 




.. \ 


British men 
spending more 
on looking good 


LONDON (R) — British men 
are s plashing out on looking 
good, buying nearly 50 per 
cent more toiletries and cosme- 
tic products than five years 
ago, according to a survey re- 
leased Monday. Marketing 
analysts - Min tel found more 
than eight in 10 men now use 
deodorants. Men aged under 
35 are foe biggest users. Fifty- 
ax per cent of men thought it 
was just as important for men 
to look after their skin as 
women. But Mintel suggested 
many must be raiding women’s 
make-up bags to treat their 
wrinkles. Male consumers 
spend only £6 million ($9 mil- 
lion) a year on skincare pro- 
ducts compared with the £446 
million ($667 million) spent by 
wqmen. “The guys, it.seems, 
are dipping into their partner’s 
products instead or buying 
their own,” said Mintel. - . 


Hong Kong, Taiwan 
stars ‘blinding 
China’s youth’ 


BEUING (AFP) — China's 
entertainment sector is being 
invaded by overseas imports, 
especially foe music and film 
industries, where overseas 
Chinese stars reign supreme, 
foe influential Guangming 
Daily said Monday. The intel- 
lectuals’ newspaper berdoaned 
the fact that among the 10 most 
popular singers and actors 
dted in a poll of middle school 
students in foe eastern city of 
Nanjing, nine were from Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. “Stars from 
Hong Kong. and Taiwan enjoy 
a cult status that is blindly 
followed by Chinese adoles- 
cents,” foe newspaper said, 
pointing to the unwillingness of 
trade magazines to publish 
articles criticismgthe popular- 
ity of overseas Chinese idols. 
Hong Kong and Taiwan an- 
gers gave 32 concerts in Shan- 
ghai alonerin 1992, and 28 in 
foe first 10 months of this year, 
it added. The article follows 
hot on the heels of nffirinl 
condemnation last month of 
overseas Chinese pop stars 
who arranged immensely pro- 
fitable concert tours in main- 
land China and then left — 
-without paying any taxes oh 
their earnings. A government 
circular issued in November 
banned local sponsors 'from 
offering such stars illegal pack- 
ages under which the sponsors 
agree to pay foe taxes and then 
use their influence with local 
officials to have the sums 
waived. 
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Buffet problems 
anger Russian 
voters 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian, vo- 
ters in the Far Eastern city of 
Quta had to wait for their 
post-election beer Sunday 
whfle buffet staff scrubbed off 
wim slogans from bottles, 
ITAR-TASS news agency, re- 
ported. The slogans in support 
of a local candidate for the 
Federal Council (upper house) 
of parliament, were found to 
violate election law which bans 
on polling day. 

Post-election cheap refresh-- 

meets at_ the polling station 
were traditional in Soviet tfmM 
as an incentive to voters to turn 
out, but cash-strapped author- 
ity in many places have stop- 
ped providing them. In VTaflj- 
yj^tok, also m foe Far East. 
TASS reported anger among 
TOters who found high prices at 
foe buffet. 







